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Board of Visitors Meets
N.Y. Alum Serving Third Year
By Allen Fore
Forum Associate Editor

no set mission, except to offer help on both issues.
and guidance, based on our own
"Valparaiso has always been an
experiences. We're basically a excellent school, but has suffered
The VU School of Law Board of resource to be taken advantage of in the past from a lack of selfVisitors held its annual meeting in any way the law school sees confidence," said Burgman. "I
on campus Nov. 13-14. The Board necessary.''
remember some of the Chicago
met with faculty, administrators,
Board members are appointed firms that I interviewed with askand students to hear advice and by the President of the Universi- ed, 'Why are you the first person
commentary on the functioning of ty. They are geographically that has interviewed with us from
the law school.
dispersed across the nation and Valparaiso?'"
represent a variety of back"That is changing, as more and
grounds. The Board's Chairman, more students gain the selfRichard Duesenberg, is General confidence with their education
Counsel of the Monsanto Com- that they should have," Burgman
pany, sponsor of the law school's continued. "We produce good
annual Monsanto Lecture pro- lawyers here. The students should
gram.
believe they have what it takes to
"People like Dick Duesenberg make it anywhere, and they do."
are a good example of where the
The Board also discussed admislaw school is going," said sions and recruitment, both
Burgman. "We've come a long way, crucial to the success of any law
and we're really beginning to school.
branch out."
"Valparaiso is a national law
The Board is empowered to vote school. It teaches you how to be a
and make recommendations on good lawyer today, and 20 years
any issues that they deem neces- down the road,'' stated Burgman.
sary. "Apparently, our decisions "Our alumni do well wherever
do carry with them some in- they go. Plus they keep involved
fluence. But our main purpose is with the school, and keep coming
to listen,'' said Burgman.
back. Not all law schools can say
Burgman taught briefly at the that about their alumni."
law school before joining the New
Burgman is happy in New York
York law firm of Cahill, Gordon & City, but doesn't rule out the idea
Reindel three years ago. She of some day returning to the law
recently received her Master of school.
Law degree from Yale University.
"I love this place. It's helped to
11
I've enjoyed speaking with the develop me to the best of my
Diedre Burgman '79
students, especially,'' said potential,'' said Burgman. "I enjoy
Board member Diedre Burg- Burgman. "The students seem to what I do now, but I'll always
man, a 1979 graduate from VU be more 'with it.' With the new remember what Valparaiso has
School of Law, had positive things building it must be great to go to done for me."
to say about the Board and the law school here."
Burgman's term on the Board of
school in general.
The Board is especially concern- Visitors runs through 1990. The
"The Board usually meets once ed with reputation and fundrais- Board will meet again in the fall
a year," Burgman said. "We have ing, and have lengthy discussions of 1989.

Should I Get a Clerking Job?
By Nadine Dahm
Forum Editor
Do I need to get a clerking job
after my 1st year of law school?
How much will I get paid? When
do I apply? Where imd how do I get
the information I need to find the
right job for me?
This article is designed to
answer some of the questions
associated with lL clerking opportunities.
First, and foremost, it is not
necessary to get a clerkship job the
summer after first year. "A
clerkship might help you focus in
on some area of the law," stated
Career Services Director Gail
Peshel, "but it won't prevent you
from getting a job after graduation if you choose not to clerk.''
The summer after your second
year of law school is the important
summer.
''The attorney I worked for after
my first year of law school was a
sole practitioner who did nothing
but plaintiff's personal injury
cases," said 3L Brad Soos. "My
clerkship experience helped me in
my job search for permanent
employment because working for
him sparked my interest in the
area, and as a result, made me
decide to be a trial lawyer and
practice in that area," continued
Soos.
Mary Ann Reisert, also a 3L,
chose not to clerk after her first
year of law school. Instead, Reisert
got a job with J.B. Robinson
Jewelers at Southlake Mall in Mer-

rillville, IN. "I was burnt out by
the end of 1st year and I needed to
get away from the whole legal
scene and make some money,'' said
Reisert. When asked if she thought
she made the right decision,
Reisert replied, "Definitely. Working for J.B. Robinson was fun
because I met new people outside
of the law school. It has also given
me some good connections," continued Reisert. "I've met more
lawyers through working at J.B.
Robinson's than I have clerking."
Other students who chose not to
pursue clerkship jobs after their
first year of law school include
SBA President Tim Murray and
Bonde Johnson, Executive Managing Editor of the Valparaiso
University Law Review. Murray
decided to work for a duck club in
St. Louis, MO. "I didn't want to get
burnt out on the law," said Murray.
"Working for the duck club was a
good break from the law school
grind; I felt great at the end of the
summer and was ready to take on
the new year."
Johnson chose to go home for the
summer to work for his former
employer at a paving company in
Old Iqme, cr. "It was very easy to
go home. I had a job I could go
back to and it was the most financially responsible thing for me to
do," stated Johnson.
Generally, 1st year clerks do not
get paid very well because their
knowledge of the law is so limited.
The average salary ranges
anywhere from $4.00/hour to
$7 .00/hour; with the average hour-

ly wage coming out at about
$5.00/hour.
According to the National
Association for Law Placement's
(NALP) Principles and Standards
for Law Placement and Recruiting
Activities guidelines, first
semester first year students shall
not initiate contact with prospective employers before Dec. 1. Prospective employers cannot initiate
contact with, interview, or make
offers to first semester first year
students before Dec. 15. Therefore,
the ideal time to apply for summer
clerkships is during Christmas
vacation.
''As soon as finals are over;
before returning to campus for
classes is the best time to begin applying for clerkships," stated
Peshel. Peshel also suggested that
first years who are interested in
clerking in their hometown this
summer should go door to door
over vacation. Personal contact is
extremely beneficial, but "don't
count on seeing an attorney every
time you walk into an office," said
Peshel.
Many students choose to go back
home and find clerking jobs in
their hometowhs. 3L John Daerr
chose this option. Daerr decided
the most beneficial option for him
was to go home and work for an attorney part time. The rest of
Daerr's time was spent taking
summer school classes. According
to Daerr his clerkship experience
was beneficial...It gave me an idea

(Continued, see Clerking p. 3.)
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Pictured above is Dr. John L. Mason, President of the Monsanto Fund. Below are Mr. & Mrs. Duesenberg. Mr. Duesenberg is Sr. Vice President, Secretary, and General Counsel
for the Monsanto Company.

The Monsanto Series:
The Deep Meaning of Tort
By J ayme Walker
Forum Contributor

Is tort law "just like love?"
'Ib the extent that one cannot explain tort law in terms of something other than itself, tort law is
like love, for to explain love in
terms of somefuing external to
love is to mistake the very nature
of love.
This was how Pofessor Ernest
Weinrib ended his lecture Nov. 14
to a capacity audience at Wesemann Hall. Weinrib, a member of
the faculty of law at the University of 'lbronto, was the guest lecturer at the third annual Monsanto lecture on tort reform. Weinrib's
lecture was entitled "The Specific
Morality of 'Ibrt Law.''
The annual lectures are endowed by the Monsanto Fund. The gift
enables Valparaiso University
School of Law to invite distinguished scholars and professionals
to critically reexamine the deep
theory of tort law as it has evolv-

ed in this country, and to explore
avenues for tort reform.
Previous lecturers were Professor George L. Priest of Yale
Law School, and Professor Robert
L. Rabin of Stanford Law School.
Weinrib's lecture fulfilled the
purpose of the Monsanto lecture
series by exploring the deep
theory of tort law. Weinrib began
his lecture by asking: "How does
one come to grips with the morality, if any, of tort law?" An analysis
of the issue of what morality
arises out of the nature of tort law
followed.
Essentially, Weinrib's analysis
flowed through the four parts of
his lecture. These parts consisted
of an ascertaining of what tort law
is - "If we talk about the morality of tort law, of what are we talking about - what is it that has this
morality?"; contrasting the conception of doing and suffering conceived of as a certain kind of uni-

(Continued, see Monsanto p. 3.)
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Pivarnik Accuses Shepard of Misconduct
By Nadine Dahm
Forum Editor

I. The Controversy:
A. Introduction:
On Thursday Oct. 27, 1988, the
Indiana Supreme Court was supposed to hear oral arguments in a
divorce settlement case, O'Neil v.
O'Neil, at Valparaiso University
School of Law. The law school administration and Phi Delta Phi
(PDP) Fraternity had invited the
five man Supreme Court to Valparaiso and the justices accepted this
invitation. Unfortunately, these
plans fell through due to the illness of one of the attorney's wives
and the justices' trip to VU had to
be postponed.
Even though the court was unable to visit VU as planned, Oct.
27 was a very eventful day for at
least two of the members of the Indiana High Court.
B. Background:
On the day in question, Indiana
Supreme Court Justice Alfred J.
Pivarnik, an alumni of VU law
school and native of Porter County, announced to an Indianapolis
television station, WTHR-TV, that
Chief Justice Randall T. Shepard
was appointed to the high court
following a political coverup of
Shepard's drinking and drug problems. Pivamik also alleged that
Shepard has a personal social problem in that Shepard has allegedly been seen in the past making
moves on other men.
According to the Vidette
Messenger (Friday, Oct. 28, 1988),
Pivarnik said that direct evidence
and eyewitness testimony were
presented to the Judicial Selection
Commission in 1985 when Shepard
was first considered for a justice's
position with the Indiana
Supreme Court. Pivarnik further
stated that because of the evidence
that was presented concerning
Shepard's alleged drinking, drugs,
and social problems, the Indiana
State Police did not recommend
Shepard's appointment to the
court and then-Chief Justice
Richard M. Givan wrote a dissenting opinion on Shepard's nomination to the court.
Pivarnik's accusations came to
the public's attention 12 short days
before Indiana voters were called
upon to decide whether or not
Shepard would be retained as
Chief Justice of the Indiana
Supreme Court.
Pivarnik, who stated that Shepard had been under investigation
by the media and others for some
time, had hoped that someone
would break the story so that he
could remain silent. However, as
the retention vote approached,
Pivarnik feared that the voters
were not going to be aware of the
Sher>ard story so Pivarnik broke
his silence. According to the Oct.
29, 1988 edition of the Vidette
Messenger, Pivarnik stated that he
wanted people to know about the
Shepard story before they made
their decision on Nov. 8th.
Because the Indiana Supreme
Court acts on disciplinary matters
concerning judges and lawyers, as
well as the fact that Pivarnik was
troubled by what he called a
"cover-up" of the Shepard investigation, Pivarnik believed
that it was his public duty to air
the allegations against Shepard.
In response to the allegations,
both Gov. Robert D. Orr and
Shepard stated that the charges
against Shepard were false and
unsubstantiated. Shepard and Orr
also stated that Pivarnik's
statements were motivated by his
anger over not being selected chief
justice in 1987. The Judicial Selection Commission named Shepard
chief justice in 1987, choosing
Shepard over Pivarnik when
Richard M. Givan stepped down to

become an associate justice. Pivarnik was named to the Indiana
Supreme Court in 1977; while
Shepard was named to the court in
1985.
Pivarnik denies all allegations
that his charges against Shepard
were motivated by bitterness or
sour grapes over not being selected
as the chief justice.
As a result of Pivarnik's allegations, Indiana State Police Superintendent Larry Furnas released a
14-page file on the police agency's
1984 investigation of allegations
against Shepard as well as a 1985
background check that was conducted when Shepard was a candidate for the court. The documents were released under an executive order by Gov. Orr, one
short day after Pivarnik publicly
attacked Shepard
The documents released by Furnas show that the state police
received an anonymous letter in
April of 1984 from a woman who
claimed to have knowledge that
Shepard abused alcohol and had
smoked marijuana at a party.
Superintendent Furnas called the
information thirdhand at best.
Upon further investigation, the
police found only two witnesses
that would come forward against
Shepard. The first witness could
not substantiate all of the charges
in the anonymous letter and the
second witness denied ever attending the party in question.
Because, in the opinion of police
investigators, neither of these
witnesses was credible, the investigation was suspended on July 27, 1984. The police determined
that there "was nothing worth investigating."
When Shepard was a candidate
for appointment to the court in
1985, the state police sent the
Judicial Selection Commission a
notice of the background check
that mentioned the previous investigation. During the selection
commission's deliberations in
1985, witnesses testified about the
same allegations against Shepard
that were contained in the background information.
Although hearings before the
Judicial Selection Commission are
usually kept confidential, two
members of the panel that nominated Shepard to the high court
came to Shepard's defense the day
after Pivarnik launched his allegations against Shepard. The Oct. 29,
1988 edition of the Indianapolis
Star reported that according to
Hansford Mann, a 'Thrre Haute attorney who still serves on the commission, "The people that were
supposed to be star witnesses
came up before the commission
and completely failed to back up
any of the charges or the rumors
or whatever you want to call them.
They would not say what they had
been reputed to say. They told the
commission nothing," stated
Mann.

Members of the Indiana Supreme Court. From left to right: Richard M. Givan, Brent E.
Dickson, Randall T. Shepard, Roger Owen Debruler, and Alfred J. Pivarnik. Recently,
Pivarnik accused Shepard of having a drinking, drugs, and personal social problem.
Indianapolis attorney Howard
S. Young, who recently resigned
from the commission, supported
Mann's recollection of the testimony. According to Young, the testimony was ''triple hearsay.' • The
witnesses "did not have personal
knowledge of anything that was
charged."
Justice Richard M. Givan, however, was "personally impressed"
by the testimony of the witnesses.
Givan told the Vidette Messenger
that he argued that Shepard not be
recommended and warned Shepard about the potential for damage
to the court and Shepard's reputation if persistent rumors about his
past got out after Shepard joined
the court. However, Givan also
told the Indianapolis Star that one
explanation of why the panel
members differed in their assessment of the witnesses' credibility
was that "just as in a jury trial,
people have different recollections
of the facts.''
C. Political Backlash:
As a result of Pivarnik's public
allegations against Shepard, a
political backlash against Pivarnik has appeared to develop in the
legal community. Jeanne S. Miller,
the newly elected president of the
Indiana Bar Association, chastised Pivamik for going public with
his allegations. Miller told the Indianapolis Star "If Justice Pivar-

nik had any hard evidence of
wrongdoing, he should have
chosen an official channel in
which to report it."
Former commission member
Howard Young also criticised
Pivamik for going public with the
Shepard story. Young told the
Vidette Messenger "Pivarnik's
gotta go; that's all there is to it."
Young was concerned that the
court would not be able to function
properly because of the rift between the two justices.
Justices Brent Dickson and
Roger Debular also expressed
their concern to the Vidette
Messenger that it would be difficult for the court to function.
Despite these concerns, former
Chief Justice Givan expressed his
confidence that both Shepard and
Pivarnik would be able to work
together in a professional manner.

Givan told-the Vidette Messenger
that "both Shepard and Pivarnik
have demonstmted to me that they
have a remarkable capacity to
forget personalities. Shepard has
been fully aware of how Pivarnik
felt for months, and Pivarnik has
maintained a very cordial attitude
toward Shepard as far as individual contact, and Shepard
toward Pivarnik.''
D. Aftermath:
On Monday, Oct. 31, 1988, the
justices had their first meeting
together after Pivarnik publicly
attacked Shepard. According to
both the Vidette Messenger and
the Indianapolis Star, it was
business as usual for the justices.
On Nov. 8, 1988 Indiana voters
voted to retain Chief Justice
Shepard.
(Continued, see Sour p. 9.)
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Clerking
(Continued from p. 1.)

of what the office atmosphere is
really like and it made me realize
it's not all like L.A. Law," stated
Daerr.
Small firms are the best market
for
lLs seeking summer
clerkships. In general, the small
firms are usually more receptive
to lLs, while the big firms tend to
use lLs as "fillers." If the larger
firms do not get enough 2L applicants, they will hire lLs.
Although it is difficult to ascertain a job in a large firm, it is not
impossible. 2L David Clark worked for the Houston based law firm
of Arnold, White & Durkee in
Chicago, IL. Although the office
Clark worked for only employs
four attorneys, the firm employs
approximately 70 attorneys.
Some students choose to remain
in Valparaiso the summer after
their first year. 3L Peter Pogue
chose this option. "Being from the

East, I wanted to establish myself
in the Midwest and show
employers I was serious about
staying in the Midwest," stated
Pogue. "Staying in Valpo wasn't
that bad. It is a lot different in the
summer," continued Pogue. "It is
more relaxed. I really got to know
the profs and the students who
stayed here a lot better."
'lb find out which firms hire lLs,
first years interested in clerking
jobs should stop by the Career Services Office. Each year, theN ALP
publishes a Guide to Legal
Employers which includes a list of
firms that have indicated they hire
lL clerks. This guide is available
in the Career Services Office.
Other pamphlets available in the
Career Services Office include a
guide for preparing resumes and a
guide for preparing cover letters.
"I encourage alllLs to come into the Career Services Office to see
what resources we have available;
we have excellent resources,"
stated Peshel.
The Career Services Office also
provides many useful seminars
and programs designed to help law
students obtain jobs. One such

program is the mock interview
program. This program allows
students to participate in mock interviews. Students are interviewed by local attorneys. Upon the
conclusion of the interview, the attorney critiques the student and
gives pointers on how to improve
his interview skills.
"For the most part, if you really want a job and you pursue it,
you will eventually find one,"
stated Peshel. ''The most important thing to remember is to keep
looking - don't give up."
Students who want to stay in
Valparaiso do not necessarily have
to apply for clerkship jobs now.
Many firms in this area do not hire
clerks until as late as March or
April. So don't panic. Also, if the
law firm life is not appealing,
there are other options. Alternatives to law firm life include:
legal services work, public interest work, and public defense
and public prosecution jobs. Positions are always available in these
areas of the law. Although these
kinds of jobs usually do not pay
very well, if they pay at all, they
provide excellent experience.
Photo by Ann Lederer

Monsanto
(Continued from p. 1.)

ty, as established in the first part
of his lecture, with an economic
conception of tort law as perceived by individuals such as Richard
Posner; and outlining how the unity of doing and suffering are expressed in the concepts of negligence law; and making theoretical
observations about the thesis
presented.
At the outset of his comments,
Weinrib distinguished tort from
accident, and asked the audience
to accept the concept that tort law
is a mode of ordering. Once this
assumption is accepted, the next
task is to determine what kind of
ordering tort law is. In determining the kind of ordering involved
in tort law, attention must 'be
drawn to the essential elements of
tort law -remedial procedure and
causation.
What is to be done with these
two basic elements of tort law? At
this point, Weinrib pondered how
we conceive of the mental representation of tort law by noting that
two different definitions of conception exist: 1) the psychological
aspect of experience, and 2) what

is held together in the mind as a
coherent whole. The first definition of conception represents a
conventional unity. The second
meaning of conception describes
an intrinsic unity.
How do the two essential elements of remedial and causation
unite in tort law - are they a conventional or intrinsic unity?
Weinrib asserted that if tort law is
a mode of ordering, we must infer
an intrinsic unity, which is
coherent, and thus superior to a
conventional unity.
In the next phase of his lecture,
Weinrib asked his audience to
regard the doing and suffering of
injury as a normative unit, indicating his belief that this unit
captures the specific morality of
tort law. Under this conception,
doing and suffering are correlative
to each other; thus, each has equal
status in relationship as a whole.
Within this unit, the doing and
suffering are not in isolation
because the plaintiff and the
defendant are always linked. Both
the doing and the suffering must
be acknowledged, and, as a result,
there is both a unity between the
plaintiff and the defendant and a
progression from the initial action. The symbol of this unity is
the element of damages.
Although Weinrib cut short his
comments on the second portion of
his presentation, Weinrib did con-

vey the notion that "wealth maximization, at least as Posner conceives of it, cannot.account for why
the plaintiff receives the precise
amount that the defendant pays."
According to Weinrib, Posner's
position cannot reflect the unity of
tort law. Therefore, Posner has not
pxyduced a theory of tort law at
all.
Next, Weinrib discussed bow
negligence law is a normative unit
that embraces both the defendant
and the plaintiff as correlative.
Negligence law exemplifies the
''intrinsic unity of the relationship
of doing and suffering,'' Weinrib
said. The concepts of the act, the
requirement that there be misfeasance rather than nonfeasance,
the requirement of factual causation, standard of care, proximate
cause, and duty were related to the
concepts of doing and suffering as
a normative unit. Weinrib demonstrated how these concepts are
merely indicia of the concrete requirements of doing and suffering.
In closing, Weinrib explored the
theoretical arguments surrounding his theory by addressing
criticisms of his theory recently
made by other scholars in recent
law journals.
The full text of Professor Weinrib's lecture will be printed in the
Valparaiso University
Review later this year.
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Socratic Method Used
During Mock Class
By Mike King
Forum Staff Writer
Prospective law students recently experienced the Socratic teaching method first hand.
2L Mary Ryan, and VU School of
Law student organizations PDP,
DTP, WLSA and BLSA co-sponsored a mock class Nov. 5 for
undergraduates from Purdue
Calumet and Indiana University
Northwest. The purpose of this
class was to introduce prospective
students to the Socratic method of
teaching, to provide insight into
the admissions process, and to tell
the potential students what to expect while at law school and after
graduation.
The students began their rigorous day with an admissions meeting. The students were then divided into small discussion groups.
Next came the introduction to
the Socratic teaching method.
Associate Dean Berner grilled
the young minds on the students'
newly acquired knowledge of
homicidal maniacs which they
gained from reading People v.
Borchera and Harrilv. State.
Then Professor Blomquist showed the students just how mean old

man Socrates was by flipping out
a piece of paper with everyone's
name on it and subjecting students
to the Socratic method.
The students concluded their
stay at the law school with a lunch,
compliments of the co-sponsors of
the event. The meal was an interactive affair with many 2Ls and 3Ls
interjecting wit and insight based
upon their own law school experiences. For instance, one witty
student proclaimed, ''No one will
hold your CPA against you."
Another extremely insightful student explained, "Legal writing
and exams are hard."
According to Mary Ryan, her
Saturday was well spent providing
information to students who
might otherwise not obtain it or
even have the resources available
to them to begin the law school application process. Ryan explained
that the day was really devoted to
students who might not contemplate law school due to
economic factors and/or minority
status. Therefore, the program was
designed and targeted largely to
serve community outreach needs.
Ryan thanked all her associates
who helped make the program a
success, as well as Professors
Berner and Blomquist.
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Election Wrap-up Fall Roundtable Successful

By Tim Baker
Forum Editorial Consultant

An uneasy calm has filled the
vast political wasteland.
After seemingly endless months
of political name calling and
mudslinging, it is finally over.
Following what many analysts
labeled the dirtiest politcal campaign in history, George Bush was
elected to the presidency. Harsh attacks against Bush's running
mate. Indiana Sen. Dan Quayle,
were not enough to carry the
Dukakis-Bentsen ticket to victory.
Perhaps the harshest blows,
however, came from Bush, who
lambasted Dukakis en route to
winning 40 states and 426 electoral
votes. Only 270 electoral votes
were needed to win. 'lbtals showed Bush winning more than 60 percent of the Porter County vote,
with Dukakis winning almost 40
percent.
'lb no one's surprise, incumbent
Republican Richard Lugar defeated challenger Jack Wickes, capturing 68 percent of the vote to win a
third term in the Senate.
Also returning to Washington
are 1st District O>ngressman Peter
Visclosky and 5th District Congressman Jim J ontz. Bush's coattails were not long enough for
either Republican challenger to
claim victory. Visclosky received
70.5 percent of the vote, compared
with only 29.5 percent for Republican Owen Crumpacker. J ontz
survived a closer race, but still
received 54.8 percent of the vote.
compared to 45.2 percent for
Patricia Williams.
In the state races, Democrat
Evan Bayh defeated Lt. Gov. John
Mutz for the governor's chair.
Bayh's victory ended the GOP
domination of the governor's office for the past 20 years. Bayh, 32,
claimed 53 percent of the vote,
while Mutz managed only 47 percent. Bayh pledged to eliminate

waste and mismanagement from
the state budget.
Also in the state races, Republican Linley E. Pearson retained his
position as Attorney General, capturing 57.4 percent of the vote, and
Dean Evans won another term as
Superintendent of Public Instruction with 52.4 percent of the vote.
Locally, the heated contest for
the 5th District State Senate seat
was won by William Alexa in a
close race. Alexa won 51.3 percent
of the vote to unseat Republican
William Costas, who received 48.7
percent. Republican leaders said
that Costas' opposition to the lottery contributed to his downfall.
Indiana voters overwhelmingly
approved a proposition to remove
the ban on state lotteries. In Porter
County, nearly 70 percent of the
voters favored removing the ban.
However, Costas refused to support the lottery amendment.
In other local elections, Ralph
Ayres and Esther Wilson were reelected lOth District Representatives; Walter J. Roorda again
won the 16th District Represen-

tative seat; James R. Murphy retained his County Treasurer seat;
E. Donald Bengel won another
term as County Surveyor; Brian E.
Gesse and William R. Carmichael
retained their seats as County
Commissioners; and Michael J.
Aylesworth, Karen L. Hughes and
Ruth Ann McWhorter won their
bids to remain on the County
Council.
On the legal front, Chief Justice
Randall T. Shepard was retained
for a 10-year term on Indiana's
highest court. Also retained for 10
years were Supreme Court Justice
Brent E. Dickson and Tax Court
Judge Thomas G. Fisher. Hoosiers
also approved a constitutional
amendment that will limit direct
appeal of criminal cases to defendants sentenced to 50 years or
more.

Radon Gas:
Who's Responsible?
By Dave "Hobbes" Phillips
Forum Staff Writer
Superfund cleanup and corresponding litigation was discussed at Wesemann Hall Oct. 24 by Ed
Kawalski, a lawyer with the
Chicago region of the Environmental Protection Agency.
The event was sponsored by the
Midwestern Environmental Law
Caucus.
Kawalski works on Superfund
proiects for the EPA. This type of
work essentially involves the cleaing up of toxic dump sites.
Kawalski explained he often
works with experts to determine
cleanup costs, which can run into
the millions of dollars. Kawalski
also works closely with lawyers
who represent the parties potentially responsible for these
cleanup costs.
During the question and
answer/current events part of the
lecture several interested listeners
questioned the speaker on the rising problem of Radon gas. Radon
gas is a natural phenomena that
becomes trapped in peoples'
homes and is an alleged cause of
cancer. Northwest Indiana is a
high risk area for this phenomena.
An interesting legal issue surrounding radon gas is the question
of liability when someone buys or
rents property with this problem.
In other words, is anyone responsible at all because radon gas is a
natural phenomena? Kawalski ex-

plained that because radon gas is
such a new concern, this is an area
of environmental/tort law which
has yet to be developed. Because a
property owner may be unaware
of the radon gas problem, the
owner may not have a legal obligation to disclose the problem to a
potential buyer.
At the discussion pointed out,
however, a person who owns property in an area with a high
percentage of radon gas, might be
under a duty to inspect the property, making the owner liable for
nondisclosure to a buyer. Kawalski
noted that the cost of checking the
problem out is relatively
inexpensive -under $50. Because
of the low cost involved, it is
arguable that the owner should
have an implied duty to inspect for
radon
gas
under
such
circumstances.

R
nl~jp~ ITE

By Beth Levine
Forum Contributor

Hamline University School of
Law, St. Paul, Minnesota, hosted
the 1988 annual Fall Roundtable
of the American Bar Association/Law Student Division on
October 14-16. This event marked the first joint session of the
3rd, 7th, and 8th circuits.
This interaction between three
of the strongest circuits in the
country proved to be a great experience for everyone involved.
The following schools represented the 7th circuit at the convention: Illinois was represented
by John Marshall, IIT Kent,
Loyola, Northern Illinois, Northwestern, & Southern Illinois;
Indiana was represented by
Valparaiso; and Wisconsin was
represented by the Universiy of
Wisconsin. Valparaiso School of
Law was represented by Beth
Levine, lL ABA Representative.
The weekend began with a
Governor's Reception held at the
Marriott City Center, Minnesota.
This reception gave the approximately 80 ABA representatives
an opportunity to meet the circuit governors and division
liasons, as well as each other.

Saturday was a day occupied
by circuit meetings, joint
meetings, guest speakers, and
SBA/ABA representative workshops. These meetings provided
updated information concerning
resolutions passed at the last
ABA convention held in 'lbronto,
Canada; membership status of
all ABA recognized law schools;
ideas concerning organizing
ABA chapters at law schools,
similar to SBA organizations;
and .information relating to the
various division liason positions.
Following the meetings, the
representives found time to get
more acquainted with each other
while taking in some of the
sights and exploring the Twin City nightlife.
The ABA spring conference
will be held March 3-4 in Indianapolis, and will be hosted by
Indiana University, Bloomington. This conference is solely for
ABA recogized law schools in the
7th Circuit. Voting for the new
circuit governor and interviews
for division liason positions are
two highlights of the upcoming
conference.
It is not necessary to be an
ABA representative in order to

interview for a division liason
positions. Any law student attending an ABA-accredited school is
eligible if he/she is an ABA/LSD
member in good academic standing, and has a full year of school
remaining as of Sept. 1989.
The division has liasons to 23
ABA sections and divisions: Administrative Law, Business Law,
Criminal Justice, Economics of
Law Practice, Family Law, General Practice, Individual Rights
& Responsibilities, International
Law & Practice, Judicial Administration, Labor & Employment Law, Litigation, Natural
Resources Law, Public Contract
Law, Public Utility Law, Real
Property, Probate & Trust,
Science & 'Thchnology, Senior
Lawyers, Taxation, 'Ibrt & Insurance Practice, Urban State &
Local Government Law, and
Young Lawyers.
ABA representatives Steve Cox
and Beth Levine helped prepare
for the ABA Negotiations Competition which was hosted by
Valparaiso on Nov. 19.
Should anyone have questions
concerning the convention or upcoming national elections, please
contact either Steve Cox or Beth
Levine for details.

Steering Towards Graduation
By Tamra Walz
Forum Staff Writer

While 1Ls agonized over their
Memo to the Court, and 2Ls
struggled through Con Law, 3Ls
have been in the enviable position
of planning their graduation
festivities.
Third year Daneene Mitchell
chairs the 3L Steering Committee.
which will lead the class toward
graduation May 21, 1989, in the
Chapel of the Resurrection.
.The Steering Committee's duties
include planning the graduation
ceremony and the 3L graduation

party. The first major concern that
the Steering Committee faced was
organizing the class vote for their
faculty advisor. This year, the 3Ls
chose Dean Ivan Bodensteiner.
Bodensteiner will assist the committee in its prepara._tion for
graduation.
The next major task confronting
the Steering Committee will be
the selection of a commencement
speaker. The speaker must be an
attorney, and may be a Valparaiso
alumnus, including local professionals.
At graduation, the graduates

will go through the traditional
hooding ceremony; caps and
gowns will be ordered this spring.
The graduation countdown
began on Nov. 3, when the 3Ls had
their pictures taken for the class
composite and the reality of
graduation finally sunk in for
most 3Ls.
On the road toward graduation,
3Ls will keep busy and amuse
themselves with such trivial matters as interviewing, job hunting,
and completing their daily assignments, as well as the traditional
"Thursday night out."
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Who was Perry Mason's secretary?
a. Fawn Hall b. Jane Hathaway c. Della Street d. Lucy Carmichael
What was the verdict in the Lizzie Borden axe-murdering case?
a. she was found innocent by reason of insanity b. she was acquitted
c. she was convicted d. she was forced to appear on Geraldo
Of what was Socrates convicted?
a. corrupting the young b. insulting senators c. shoplifting d. conspiracy
Of what was AI Capone convicted?
a. racketeering b. income tax evasion c. murder d. removing a mattress tag

.!1 Who was the winning attorney in the Scopes "monkey" trial?

a. Rufus T. Firefly b. Marvin Mitchelson c. Clarence Darrow d. William J. Bryant
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Finding the Best Meal Deal
Food for Thought
By Phil Benson
Editor's Note:
The Forum is happy to present yet
another new column. From now
on, Phil Benson will be writing a
Restaraunt Review column for the
Forum. We hope you will enjoy
this addition to the Forum.

Photo by Ann Lederer

Frank Menendez, Scott Minnette, ~d Tom Stefaniak enjoy
themselves at the MELC Happy Hour. MELC recently held its
Happy Hour at the Gathering.

I'll Do it Tomorrow
Something on Nothing
By Tim Baker
As a feeling of panic rushed through my body the other day, I was
reminded of a scene from '"!be Andy Griffith Show" that I once saw.
Andy (alias Sheriff Taylor) was talking with his son, Opie, and
asked him to perform some chores. The request might have been for
Opie to clean up his room. (Aunt Bea always was a stickler for that
kind of stuff.) The Important point, however, was not the chore but
instead ,Opie's response. Opie said he wasn't going to do the work
right away, but would do it "Tomorrow." As Opie so perfectly put
it, "Tomorrow's the best time to do everything."
Opie's philosophy, which didn't Impress his father, seemed perfectly sensible to me. In fact, waiting until ''Tomorrow" to do my class
readings, outlines and oth~r law-related work has worked perfectly well so far this semester. The problem is that with final e~
only a few days away, "Tomorrow" has arrived.
And that's where the feeling of panic comes from.
It's hard to describe this feeling of panic, but I'll try. The closest
comparison I can come up with would be if sometime this February
George Bush were to croak, leaving Dan Quayle in charge of our
country for four years.
That's panic.
Like distraught voters unhappy with the election results, I, too,
am askiDg myself how this finals situation came about. It seems like
only a few weeks ac'O that the semester began. I was trying to stay
on top of my studies, and Quayle was trying to stay on top of his
golf game. But I let my guard down. Having made it through two
tough campaigns (the first and second years of law school), I figured
the worst was behind me. After all, I only have three final exams
this semester, and I could always study "Tomorrow."
The scenario went something like this: "Want to co out tonl&'ht?,''
someone would ask. "I can't, I have to study," I would reply. "Oh
come on, you can study tomorrow." Then I would shamelessly give
in. "OK.. Tomorrow's the best time for studylnc anyway."
Where was Sheriff Taylor when I needed him? Even Deputy Fife
probably would have had enough common sense to pt a jump on
hJs studies before they crept up on him and threatened to overwhelm
him. Even Quayle knows you have to call up lD advance for a tee
time if you want to play colt on Saturday morninp.
The blc&'est problem with haviDI' until "Tomorrow" to prepare
for finals is that all my claa notes, which I jotted down "Yesterday," are about as famtllar to me aa forelcn policy is to Quayle. My
notes from Environmental Law look like alphabet soup that cot
buried in a laadfill. My Uniform Commercial Code notes are
uniformlylncomprehensible. Any attempt to make seue out of my
Federal JUI'isdictlon notes at thl8 late a date would be moot.
What would Quayle do in a situation like thlaf It's too late to join
the National Guard. A round of I'Olf probably would take my mind
off my worries, but would only delay studylnc. Maybe I eould run
for vice president.
No, I guess It is time· to face reality, which sometimes is hard to
do lD a law school setttnc. 'lbe only auwer is to realbe that "Tomorrow" is here and bary my nose lD my books. Well, at least finals
come only once a semester.
So that'slt. I'll cet a coocl rest tonight and start bricht and early
tomorrow. Yeah, I'll get to bed early tonight and tomorrow put in
a full day. Tomorrow will be a p-eat study day. No sense in rushing
into it today. After all, I have some errands I have to run today. And
then there is that television show I want to watch tonight. And 8ome
friends are golnc out later for a few beers, and ...
Sorry Seriff Taylor, Opie was right. Tomorrow is the best time to
do everything.

McDonald's, Burger King, Wendy's, The Lighthouse, or Michaels.
These are the choices most VU law
students limit themselves to
while here at school. Due to either
a lack of knowledge or a pinch in
the pocketbook (as we all experience from time to time), few
souls will venture out in attempts
to discover new culinary treats.
Fine lunch and dinner dining is
available at a host of places
located close to VU. Each issue, I
will attempt to locate these places
that can fill up your stomachs
without emptying your pockets.

King Gyros
I..Dcated at 1610 East Lincolway
(across from McDonald's) is King
Gyros. A new restaurant which
opened in September, King Gyros
is a semi-fast food establishment
featuring a complete menu from
hamburgers, Italian beef sandwiches, and submarine sandwiches to barbeque ribs and
shrimp.
The specialty feature is the
gyros (year-ose) plate. For those
unfamiliar with the gyros, a gyros
is a Greek specialty composed of
pressed lamb and beef and served

on pita bread. Also included in the
gryos plate are french fries,
special sauce. and feta cheese. The
portions are so abundant, that at
$3.95, this meal is a steal.
Other menu items which are
especially good include BBQ ribs
served with prllc bread, cole slaw
and fries (full slab $9.95, half slab
$5. 75); combination BBQ chicken
and ribs platter ($7 .25); and the
Italian beef and sausage sandwich
($2.95).
King gyros provides counter
service and food is usually received within 4-5 minutes. A drivethru window is also available, but
the service tends to be a bit long
and this should be avoided. Priees
range from $1.15 for a hamburger
to $9.95 for the full slab of ribs.
For a casual lunch or dinner with
abundant quantities guaranteed
to fU1 any appetite, King Gyros is
the place in Valpo.

Chicago's
Occassionally, however, even a
student on a slim budget may feel
the need to take that plunce and
part with a little more of his hard
borrowed GSL money in exchange
for a good meal. No better place
to combine value with quantity
can be found than Chicago's.
Located 25 minutes from Valpo in
Crown point, IN, Chicago's
presents a casual bar-type
atmosphere.
Outstanding quantities and fine
quality abound. Chicago's
features a complete steak and
seafood menu which also includes
perogis pizza and several top
quality sandwiches. Two of
Chicago's most outstandinc
features are the 2 for 1 steak

special and the all-u-can-eat
specials.
Sunday thru Thursday, Chicaco's features your choice of steak
- New York, fillet, or prime rib salad bar, soup, and choice of
potatoe for $10.95. Given the large
steak and ample side dishes served, one dinner at $10.95 is a creat
value, but two dinners for $10.95
is simply too good to be true.
Chicago's is definitely a place for
all you gents and ladies (no
chauvinism here) who are looking
for a great dinner and an inexpensive date.
For all you surf and turf
fanatics, Chicago's seafood/steak
special is unmatched by even the
finest of restaurants. Priced at
$17.95, the special includes your
choice of one of the abovementioned steaks and all-a-can-eat of one
of the followinc seafood entrees:
large Alabama snow crab, large
cocktail shrimp, Lake Michigan
· perch, froc legs, deep fried
shrimp, or deep fried scallops.
Also included is salad, soup, sour
douch bread, and your choice of
potatoe. The steaks are of ample
size and the quantity of seafood is
abundant. No skimping in this
restaurant.
H you think this is a good deal,
you'll be surprised to find out that
Chicago's gets even better on
Fridays and Saturdays between
the hours of 4 p.m. and 6 p.m..
During this time period you can
buy a regularly priced dinner and
cet the second dinner for half
price. Included in this half price
special is - you guessed it - the
all-u-can-eat surf and turf special.
This special is a value unparalled
in N .W. Indiana.

Exam Frenzy Hits Law School
The Batt Report
By Battman
Well boys and girls wasn't
registration for the spring
semester fun.
I loved finding out late Monday
afternoon that we were registering
for classes on Tuesday morning.
Registration got even better on
Tuesday when I found out at 9 a.m.
that we were to sign up in advance
of the 10 a.m. start time. When I
signed up the waiting list was
already in the 40s. A special
thanks goes out to my roommate
Robbin' who was no. 17 and didn't
sign my name on the list.
There we were at 10 a.m .• the entire 3rd year class. This was the
first time I saw all of us in one
place since orientation. I saw people that I had assumed were 2nd
years.
The secretary wasn't too happy
having 90 students in her waiting
area at one time. Ivan played it
smart and hid in his office until it
was all over, but who could blame
him. P.S. was No. 60 on the list and
would have talked nonstop.
A special thanks goes out to our
good buddy "Ask Hef" who waited until he was in the registrar's
office before deciding what classes
to take. What would normally take
two minutes lasted about ten.
There was a lot of anger directed
at the registrar that day, the
kindest of which is still unfit to be
printed in this newspaper. We
must be fair though- after all she
did skip her lunch hour and cancelled her hair appointment just
for us.
finally around 12:30, after two

and a half hours of waiting, my Judges Cardozo and Learned
number came up. By then, of Hand wrote. Al loves these two
course, the pretrial thrills class I
judges. Brietzke is another matter.
wanted to take filled. So, seeing as Those students that had him
how I wanted to take a 3 credit would always be muttering that
hour pass/fail rather than another - "half a loaf is better than none."
exam, I signed up for the section Whatever that means!
that Bracy will teach. You 2nd
Criminal Law is next. This will
years who want to get into clinic be the first time that all3 sections
next year are screwed also, since will know a crime when they see
all sections of pretrail are filled
it. Berner's fact situations are
and pretrial is now required for totally bizarre. Be sure that you
clinic. The administration will bring in your hornbook tabbed to
send you people a letter of regret the crimes, and for fast reference,
along with your bill for next have the elements to these crimes
semester's tuition.
written out and within reach.
'l8king pretrial skills caused me
Property is your next exam. I
to drop the one class I really didn't have Gromley but know
wanted -Antitrust Law. This left your futUI'e interests, trespass, lost
me with a hole in my schedule that and found property and whatever
needed to be filled. Conflicts, of else he might have spent some
course, conflicted with Criminal time on.
Procedure, and all the other offerThe dreaded Civil Procedure exings were with professors that I
am is next. Good luck on that exvowed I would stay away from (no am. Just remember no matter
way would I take Civil Rights what Ivan says you can't put
with Bodie and Rosie). I tem- everything you learned this
porarily filled the void with Ad- semester on that 3x5 card, and
ministrative Law. Am I stupid for review his past exams.
taking 6 credits with Bracy or
Finally, there's 'lbrts. Torts is a
what? With my crime fighting good exam to end on because after
abilities I think I would be good those last four exams you won't
for the Criminal Law clinic; they care anymore and you will be too
always have openings during 2nd drained to study very hard. I had
semester, but rm going to wait to Blomquist, but what I will suggest
see what grades the clinic and will work equally as well for
Bracy hand out before making my Yonover. Know your 7 torts by this
final choice.
simple phrase. ''A B C Mother
Now that it is exam time, the 1st F$!*in' Torts 'Thst''. This stands for
years have been running around assault, battery, conversion, menfeverishly asking me how to study tal distress, false imprisonment.
for their exams. So here are the trepass to chattels, and trespass to
Battman's survival tips to the lLs. land. Then know your defenses for
TheBattmanhad "Big AI" Meyer these torts and you '11 do fine.
for contracts and the best thing I
Until next semester, stay tuned
could tell you is to read the Nut- - same Batt time - same Batt
shell and know the cases that channel.
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Accessorizing Your Computer
Toys for Lawyers
By David Clark
Like automobiles, computers
can be equipped with a number of
accessories. Nearly all computer
accessories may be purchased and
added on after the basic computer
is already up and running (usually after your bank account
recovers from buying the basic
computer system). Many accessories plug into option slots inside the computer. IBM-PC compatible computers have between
four and eight of these option slots
for this purpose. This article will
discuss the most popular computer accessories and how each is
used. Unless otherwise specified,
these accessories are available for
either the IBM-PC type computer
or the Apple Macintosh.
A hard disk (also known as a fixed disk or Winchester drive) is a
mechanical mass storage device installed inside the computer, usually in place of one of the floppy disk
drives. The typical hard disk
found in personal computers can
store and retrieve anywhere from
30 to 300 times the amount of information contained on a single
floppy disk. The hard disk stores
and retrieves information much
faster than a floppy disk so the
running of programs and saving of
files is much more efficient.
Hard drives contain a nonremovable (fixed) "stack" of
magnetic platters spinning at very
high speed with precisely aligned
read and record heads similar to
those in a VCR. After all of your
application software and files are
copied onto the hard disk it is no
longer necessary to use the floppy
disks supplied by the software
manufacturer. Because of all of the
advantages of a computer equipped with a hard disk over one with
only floppy disks, a hard disk is
today considered a necessity for
any serious personal computer
user.

Some computers offer an option
of an "enhanced" keyboard. The
enhanced keyboard contains all of
the basic typing and function keys
of any computer keyboard with
the addition of a numeric entry
pad and cursor control keys off to
the right side, separate from the
main keys. The enhanced
keyboard is a little bigger than
other keyboards but the advantages, especially for those who
enter lots of numeric data into accounting type programs, are worth
the additional desk space used.
Like the hard disk, the enhanced
keybroad is becoming standard on
many brands and models of
computers.
The last few years have seen
great improvement in the IBM-PC
world in the area of video
displays. Clarity, resolution, and
colors that used to be available only at great cost on engineering
work station computers are now
available on moderately priced
personal computers. If you start
out with a monochrome (one color) system for word processing you
can now add a plug-in video driver
card inside your computer and a
color moniter later for about five
to seven hundred dollars. Such an
upgrade will take you from a simple text based system to one that
can provide life-like full color and
motion for graphics programs and
games.
The Apple Macintosh's various
versions come with good graphics
as a standard feature, but you pay
for it up front.
If you decide seriously to get into graphics and games, you will
need some kind of a pointing
device. One such device is the
mouse. The mouse fits under the
palm of your hand and is moved
across the desk. As it is moved, a
pointer on the screen moves proportionally to it. The pointer can
cause things on the screen to
change in a predetermined manner
by "clicking" the mouse buttons.
The mouse is standard with the
Apple Macintosh and is becoming

WEEKLY SPECIALS
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$.50 Little King Night

FRIDAY: FREE Smelt
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Thursday thru Saturday
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a popular accessory with IBM-PC
type computers using graphics
based programs.
Another popular pointing
device, borrowed from military
and air traffic control applications, is the track-ball. Instead of
moving around on the table, like
the mouse, the track-ball housing
is stationary. The cursor on the
screen is moved by rolling the
palm of the hand on a rubber ball
protruding from the top of the
housing. Buttons under the fingers
function just like mouse buttons.
Some fancy keyboards come with
the track-ball built in. Try both
the mouse and the track-ball and
see which you prefer. _
The other main type of pointing
device, especially for games, is the
joy stick. All of these pointing
devices attach to the computer via
the existing serial port or a plugin option card.
A favorite accessory, especially
with attorneys, is the telephone
modem. Modem is a contraction of
the two words modulator and
demodulator. A modem converts
computer data to audio tones for
transmission over a telephone circuit (modulates) and converts
tones received from a remote computer over the telephone circuit into computer pulses understandable by the personal computer
(demodulates). A communications
application program run on your
computer makes the modem and
the computer work together and
communicate with a remote computer via the telephone line.
The Lexis and Westlaw terminals in the library are simple
computers with modems inside
that are connected to dedicated
telephone lines. When on Lexis you
are really using·a HUGE computer
system in Dayton, Ohio. Westlaw's
equally HUGE computer is in
Minnesota. With a modem and
special communications software
the personal computer can be a
Lexis/N exis or Westlaw terminal
of your very own. (You also need
an account number of course.)
Also, as an attorney away from
the office for depositions or trial,
a portable computer with modem
can be plugged into any client or
hotel room telephone outlet. In
this manner one can remotely access the files back at the office
electronically. The modem allows
you to leave the big computer and
files in the office and take a small
portable, weighing seven to twelve
pounds, on the road with no loss
in capability.
The thing to remember is that
computer accessories can be left
out of the computer when getting
started on a student budget and
added later. The "open architecture'' of the standard personal
computers built by dozens of companies allows for starting with a
modest word processing system
and having the option of adding
i:he latest whistles and bells later.

Any Excuse to Shop
Fashion Law 101
By Three Elle
Bonjour! Three Elle writes this
last column before finals and
Christmas in front of a roaring
fire. Now that snow has fallen and
Three Elle's new winter caot has
FINALLY arrived, life takes on a
more sedate tone. Wild parties at
the lake house are now being
replaced with quiet nights before
a fire with Three Elle's hunky
man and those breezy cottons are
put aside for the warmth of wool.
Winter, it seems, is just around
the corner. Three Elle fondly
remembers the plains of South
Dakota and the days when -toe
was the sign of a warming trend.
Oh for those days when damp hair
would freeze while waiting on a
lonely gravel road for the school
bus. Sometimes Three Elle misses
those days and wishes she could
take all her dear friends baek to
the farm for the holidays. Unfortunately, Three Elle can't fit
everyone into her Uttle red ear. So.
all she can do is share her dreams
for the hoUdays with her readers.
As soon as finals are over, the
Christmas shopping frenzy will
begin for Three Elle. Christmas is
Three Elle's favorite time of the
year because it presents her with
the greatest excuse for spending
money. Actually, Three Elle can
never give enough to the ones she
loves. In the meantime though,
Three Elle has a fabulous time trying to reach her goals for giving.
Three Elle likes to receive gifts
tool She has been very good this
year and hopes Santa or his llttle
helpers will bring Three Elle a few
small trinkets to tide her over for
the ne:rl year. So Santa, if you
read this column, here's what
Three Elle wants for Christmas ...
1. To pass fall and spring finals!
Now Three Elle knows that this is
a strange request, but help from
any source is greatly appreciated.
2. A JOB! Three Elle has faced

reality and discovered that student loans don't last forever. (BIG
SURPRISE!) To afford new
clothes, Three Elle has been forced to fall into step with the interview Une and sell her values and
ideals for the sake of gainful
employment. Job hunting is like
polyester, you can stand it for only a very short period of time.
3. A new ear! Last time Three
Elle wished for a new ear she was
rammed by an armed bank robber
during a pollee chase. This year
Santa, let's just make it a little
easier. Just leave the Jaguar in the
parking lot!
4. A lone vacation! Three Elle
doesn't really care where she
travels as long as it's warm and
the men are seantUy clad. The
Riviera will do nicely.
5. A year without a stay in the
hospital! Three Elle knows this
may be too much to ask for, but it
never hurts.
6. A week alone on a remote
island with Three Elle's dashing
David and NO law books! Law
school, work, and 50 miles do not
a perfect relationship make. The
natives are TOO restless!
7. A full length fur coat! Now
Three Elle understands that her
sister would not be seen in the
same room with Three Elle if she
wears it, but Three Elle has to
keep warm somehow and 50 miles
don't help!
8. A diamond ring! Even though
Three Elle wishes for a 3 carat
trinket from Tiffany's, secretly
she's thankful she hasn't reeieved
this gift. As Three Elle was once
told, a woman without a man is
Uke a fish without a Porsehe!
9. World peace or thin thighs Take your pick!
10. A blessed year for all those
near and dear to Three Elle. Santa, if Three Elle can only receive
one gift this year, she would
choose this one. The Jaguar can
wait another year!
Have a FABULOUS Christmas
and a very good New Year! CAIOI
As always, Three Elle
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Artists Influence Many:
ForUm Music Review
By John Vos
Forum Contributor
I was a bit hestitant when my

The contemporary artists have a
commonality with U!adbelly and
Guthrie in that all were considered to be somewhat dangerous
and revolutionary. The music of
U!adbelly and Guthrie survives
and lives thanks to these artists
who now offer a modem tribute to
the two legends.

!best-friend told me about this
album, but I went ahead and
bought it anyway. I was hesitant
because I am not a fan of the folk
genre; but I was interested in hearing something out of the ordinary
that had some big names on it. By
At first listen it is easy to disnow you are wondering what I am
count this music as glorified coun
talking about. The name is Folk
try and western music; however,
Ways, A Vision Shared: A Tribute
the music is more than that.
to Woody Guthrie and Leadbelly.
U!adbelly and Guthrie are two arThe contemporary artists on the
tists who influenced many generaalbum that drew my attention intions of music and musi-cians.
clude John Mellencamp, Brian
Modem music has a lot to be
Wilson, Arlo Guthrie, Bob Dylan,
thankful for in these two artists.
Emmylou Harris, U2, and, Bruce Perhaps it is best evidenced by the
Spri,ngsteen.
fact that each of these contemU!adbelly and Guthrie each sing porary artists donated their time
from a different era about a difand money to reproduce this
ferent cireumstance. U!adbelly album. But not only that, the prowas a black singer in the early cedes from this album go to the
part of the twentieth century. He Smithsonian Institute so that the
wrote and sang songs that were in- Smithsonian can purehase the arfluenced by dance tunes and work chives of Guthrie and U!adbelly. If
songs of black immigrants who the Smithsonian thinks it is worth
had recently moved to b-igger the money, maybe it is also worth
cities. Woody Guthrie was a white your time to give this album a
singer who wrote and sang songs listen. I guarantee you won't hear
influenced by the depression and it on a top-forty radio station and
the hardships of the depression that at first you might not like it.
era. Each man had his own distinct
Folk Ways takes a certain
sound and style that strongly in- amount of open-mindedness to diffluenced many of the rock per- ferent music. As the album cover
formers of later generations in- says: "Music can be utilized to
cluding those on the album.
unite or to divide, to make war or
The contemporary artists who to make love. It is a resouree for all
sing on the Folk Ways album each to use as we travel our own roads
offer a modem tribute to Guthrie and create or re-create ourselves
and U!adbelly and their muslc. and our societies."

Student Profile:

2L Randy Godshalk
enough that she won't do anything
you tell her."
Law school has been on Godshalk's mind ever since the 6th
grade. "I've gone through periods
where I didn't think I would go,
but in the back of my mind, I probably always knew that I would."
Godshalk recieved his undergraduate major in political science
from Purdue University in 1987.
He first learned about VU Law
School from counselors at Purdue.
"I heard it was a decent school.
When I visited the campus, I was
very impressed by the personable
nature of the staff."
Besides studies, Godshalk keeps
involved at VU in the Delta Theta

By Allen Fore
Forum Associate Editor
2L Randy Godshalk spends
most of his time studying, like
most other law students. When he
isn't studying, though, a short trip
on a "boogie board" might be in
the works.

Phi law fraternity, and through
various intramurral sports
competitions.
Godshalk hopes to someday
practice real estate, or probate,
law in a larger city, preferably, Indianapolis. "I want to do
something that is changing everyday. I'd prefer not to go back to my
hometown. But if I do, there's still
a lot happening there."
Godshalk is pleased with his
selection of VU. "I learned quite
a bit here. Of course, it comes
down to what you do when you get
out of here. But I think Valpo is as
good, if not better, than a lot of the
bigger schools."

Randy Godshalk
What's a "boogie board", you
ask? "It's like a surfboard, that
you pull behind a boat," Godshalk
said. "If you like skiing, you'd love
this." Godshalk enjoys a number
of outdoor water sports, including
skiing, canoeing, and of course,
"boogie boarding." He also enjoys
other sports, such as volleyball,
softball, and riffling.
Godshalk is from Bristol, Indiana, a small town of 1300 people
about 90 minutes east of
Valparaiso. "I grew up there, and
lived in the same house all my life,
believe it or not,'' said Godshalk.
Godshalk's father works for
Chicago 'Thlephone Supply Company, and his mother is in quality
control for a manufacturing company. Godshalk's sister is a senior
at Purdue University, majoring in
pharmacy. "She's like most
sisters." Godshalk said, "Just old
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Sour Grapes Affect All: Pivamik's Actions Inexcusable
(Continued from p. 2.)

legal system should strive; while
DRs are the mandatory ("shall"),
black letter law of the code which
express the minimum level of conduct no lawyer may fall below
without subjecting himself to
disciplinary action.
Pivarnik's public attack on
Shepard violated several ECs and
DRs. Pivarnik violated EC 1-3 by
appointing himself as the investigator and/or judge of the
Shepard situation; EC 1-5 by disrespecting the law and engaging in
morally reprehensible conduct
(Pivarnik 's handling of the
Shepard situation, in my opinion,
was morally ~prehensible.); EC
9-1 by failing to promote public

public faith in the legal system,
the Indiana Supreme Court, and
II. -W riter's Opinion and Legal
the process by which justices are
Analysis:
nominated to the court. Pivarnik's
Pivarnik's handling of the
behavior also served to maximize,
Shepard situation was reprehensirather than minimize, the risk of
ble and unprofessional. Not only
conflict in the performance of his
has Pivarnik publicly embarassed
judicial duties. A tension between
himself, Shepard, and the Indiana
Pivarnik and Shepard already exSupreme Court, Pivarnik has also,
isted, prior to Pivarnik's public acas an alumni of Valparaiso Univercusations against Shepard,
sity School of Law, embarassed
because Pivarnik harbored ill-will
the law school. Pivarnik's actions
against Shepard for winning the
are inexcusable, both professionalchief justice nomination in 1987.
ly and legally, and Pivarnik
Pivarnik's recent actions only inshould be held accountable for his
flamed that tension.
improper conduct.
Although Pivarnik may claim
that his actions · were not moti·A. Professional Ramifications:
vated by "sour grapes,'' no matter
Professionally, Pivarnik's achow one looks at it, the "reasontions are inexcusable for several confidence in our legal system and able man" cannot help but conreasons. As a lawyer, Pivarnik's the legal profession; EC 9-2 by clude that sour grapes were the
professional behavior is controll- behaving irresponsibly and im- motivating factor for Pivarnik's
ed by the Rules of Professional properly to the extent that public behavior. Further, even if Pivarnik
Conduct as adopted by the Indiana confidence in the law and lawyers believed it was his "public duty"
Supreme Court on Nov. 25, 1986. may be eroded; and finally, EC 9-6 to disclose the Shepard situation,
The rules went into effect on Jan. by breaching his solemn duty to as a member of the Indiana
1, 1987. As a justice of.the Indiana uphold the integrity and honor of Supreme Court, the court emSupreme Court, Pivarnik's beha- the legal profession.
powered to enforce the Rules of
vior is controlled by the Code of
Pivarnik also violated DR 1-103 Professional Conduct and the
Judicial Conduct, also adopted by by failing to report his knowledge Code of Judicial Conduct, Pivarthe Indiana Supreme Court. The of the Shepard situation to the nik must have realized that it was
code went into effect on Jan. 1, proper authority empowered to his public and professional duty to
1975.
act or investigate Shepard's alleg- disclose the information to the
By publicly accusing Shepard of ed misconduct; DR 2-101 by using proper authorities, rather than to
official misconduct, Pivarnik public communications to convey WI:HR-TV.
violated Rule 8.3(b) of the Rules of false, fraudulent, misleading,
Simply put, Pivarnik screwed
Professional Conduct. Rule 8.3(b) deceptive, self-laudatory or unfair
states, "A lawyer having know- statements or claims against up!
In 1984 when the Indiana State
ledge that a judge has committed Shepard (Usually this rule applies
a violation of applicable rules of to lawyer advertising, but it is ap- Police received the anonymous letjudicial conduct that raises a proriate in the Pivarnik situation ter making charges against Shepsubstantial question as to the as well.); and DR 8-102 (A) and (B) ard, the police conducted an injudge's fitness for office shall in- by knowingly making false state- vestigation. As a result of the 1984
form the appropriate authority." ments and accusations against investigation, no formal charges
were brought against Shepard. In
If Pivarnik's allegations against
Shepard were true, Shepard would Shepard as a judge and as a can- 1985, when Shepard was first
be guilty of violating a· rule of didate for election.to a judicial of- nominated to the court, the
judicial conduct that raises a fice. (Because the state police and Judicial Selection Commission
substantial question as to the Judicial Selection Commission again investigated Shepard. The
Shepard's fitness for office. had already determined that the commission reached the same conHowever, if Shepard is guilty, Rule allegations against Shepard were clusion that the police reached -8.3(b) dictates that Pivarnik in- unsubstantiated,
Pivarnik's there was nothing to investigate.
form "the appropriate authority." statements were knowingly false.)
Instead of informing the apAs a judicial officer, Pivarnik Now, in 1988, Pivarnik wants to
·propriate authority, Pivamik violated several Canons of the dig up skeletons and reinvestigate
publicly accused Shepard of · Code of Judicial Conduct. Pivar- Shepard. A reopening of the Shepmisconduct on WTHR-:TV. By fail- nik violated Carion 1's mandate to ard investigation would be a waste
ing to follow proper procedure, "uphold the integrity and in- of time. If anyone should be inPivarnik is guilty of· misconduct. · dependence of the judiciary;., vestigated, it should be Pivarnik
Altho1:1gh the American Bar Canon 2A by "failing to conduct for professio1;1al misconduct.
Association's Code of Professional himself at all times in a manner
Responsibility is not binding law that promotes public confidence in
B. The First Amendment's
in Indiana, the code expresses in the integrity and impartiality of Freedom of Speech Clause:
general terms the standards of the judiciary;" and Canon.5's manDoesn't the first amendment
professional conduct members of date that "a judge should regulate give Pivarnik the right to discuss
the legal profession are expected his extra-judicial activities to the Shepard situation? No.
to follow. The code is composed of minimize the risk of conflict with
Pivarnik's first amendment
rights, as a public employee, are
two parts: ethical considerations his judicial duties."
(ECs) and disciplinary rules (DRs).
controlled by Connick v. Myers,
Clearly, Pivarnik's public dis- 461 U.S. 138 (1983). In determining
ECs are aspirational in character
. and · represent the objectives closure of the Shepard situation a public employee's right of free
towards which each member of the had the potential to undermine speech, the problem is to arrive "at

a balance between the interests of
Based on the conclusions of both
the employee, as a citizen, in com.. the Indiana State ·Police and the
menting upon matters of public Judicial Selction Commission,
concern and the interests of the Shepard should sue Pivarnik.
State, as an employer, in pro- Although Shepard is definitely a
moting the efficiency of the public public figure, Shepard would have
services it performs through its an extremely strong case against
employees." Pickering v. Board of Pivamik.
Education, 391 U.S. 563, 568 (1968).
As a public figure, any defamaWhen a public employee speaks tion action brought by Shepard
not as a citizen upon matters of would be controlled by New York
public concern, but instead as an Times Co., v. Sullivan, 376 U.S.
employee upon matters of per- 254 (1964). According to New York
sonal interest, the first amend- Times, a public figure must prove
ment does not protect the speaker. "actual malice" in order to recover
Connick, 461 U.S. at 148-49.
damages in a defamation action.
Connick was a retaliatory Id. at 279.
discharge case. Connick was fired
The actual malice standard was
for circulating a questionnaire to constructed by the Supreme Court
her fellow employees. Subsequent- in order to give the first amendly, Connick brought suit against ment "breathing space" and to
her boss, Myers, alleging that the protect honest misstatements of
firing violater her first amend- fact. Id. at 271-72. The New York
ment rights. However, because Times actual malice standard also
Connick had recently had a
struck a delicate balance between
dispute with one of her superiors the first amendment's interest in
concerning a proposed transfer to protecting the "unfettered interanother department, the United change of ideas for the bringing
States Supreme Court held that about of political and social
Connick's questionnaire did not changes desired by the people,"
address a "matter of public con- and the individual's interest in
cern."
protecting his good name and
The threshold requirement for a reputation.
public employee's speech to be proActual malice has been defined
tected by the first amendment is by the Supreme Court to be
that the speech address a "matter . knowledge of the statement's falsiof public concern.'' The Supreme ty or reckless disregard for the
Court has held that whether a statements truth or falsity. Id. at
statement addresses a matter of 279-80. Based on this standard and
public concern is determined by the fact that the charges against
the statement's "content, form,
Shepard had already been proven
and context.'' Connick, 461 U.S. at to be unsubstantiated when Pivar147. Although this standard is nik publicly accused Shepard,
somewhat vague, most courts have Shepard would most likely be sucgiven considerable weight to the cessful in a defamation action.
context element of the standard.
As a result, usually anytime a
III. Conclusion:
retaliatory discharge case is
In conclusion, Pivarnik was
brought by a plaintiff, if there is completely out of line when he
any indication of perso.n al motive publicly accused Shepard of havfor making the statements in ques- ing a dr!nking, drugs, and pertion, the court will hold against sonal social problem. As a result,
the plaintiff.
Pivarnik should be held accounLike Connick, Pivarnik's table for his actions. Pivarnik has
statements do not address a mat- violated both the Rules of Profester of public concern. Although sional Conduct and the Code of
Pivarnik's statements arguably Judicial Conduct. Pivarnik's acaddress a matter of public concern tions should also subject him to an
(Shepard's fitness to serve as a
early retirement as well as a
justice}, a court would most like- defamation action.
ly find that sour grapes, rather
If we want to ensure the integrithan a concern for the judiciary, ty of the judicial and legal
motivated Pivarnik's statements. systems, Pivarnik must be punishThus, Pivarnik could legally be ed for his behavior.
forced to resign for publicly accusAs .a student at Valparaiso
ing Shepard of having a drinking,
University School of Law, I am exdrugs, and personal social tremely offended by Pivarnik's
problem.
conduct. His behavior reflects on
In my opinion, Pivarnik should our school. After all, the whole is
step down.
only as good as its parts. Pivarnik
Not only should Pivarnik step· is a part of our community; as a
down, he should also be sued for
result, we will all suffer the condefamation of character.
sequences of Pivarnik's actions.

What's This Yellow Line For?
By Mary Beth Lavezzorio
Forum Staff Writer

paramedics arrive, they have
nowhere to park because VU law
students have once again decided
If you haven't noticed, a new to abuse a parking rule. N o.w this
parking rule seems to have been situation -may seem a bit
passed by the Valparaiso Univer- unrealistic, but strange accidents
sity law students. When the frater- have been known to happen to law
nity across the street from the law· students - just ask Three Elle.
I understand law students are in
school protested the abusive use of
their parking lot by the law a hurry to get to class, and
students, it appears that the law sometimes they seem to have an
· students decided to find a new . abundance of. books to carry, but
· ·area to park. I guess law students this doesn't give them the right to
. · don't realize that parking along ·park wherever ·they desire. And
the yellow line Qn a curb is not a . don't go blaming the undegradu. privilege bestowed upon them.
ates for ~his one - everyone is an
Consider this hypothetical: a lL, · . equal offender here.
carrying his civil procedure, proI will adinit that I am a ·f requent
perty, ~d torts text books ~ong · offender of parking in the !raterwith a contracts legal lines and a. nity lot, but I have not violatec. the
crimina!' law hornbook, suddeply . yellow line rule yet. Okay, so I .
·gets a hernia. An · ambulance is have· been known to slam library
~al~~d :to ~he school, but when the
ru~es and procedures, but in my
. ·,

·.

opinion, no one in . the library
·stands the chance of injury from
abuse of those rules.
Law students give up! The
yellow line is not going to disappear, and the fraternity will continue to shun our constant use. of
their lot. I suggest that you try the
student lot. I hear there a~ a few
extra 'spaces these :days.

...·.
...',
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Looking Out from the·Rubble
Editor's Note: This article is based upon a letter P.S. Marchand
wrote to his parents regarding the
1988 presidential election.
Campers:
From among the Valponians, I
send commiseration and condolences. Let us weep together for
our darkened and desecrated country. I cannot say that last night's
events surprised me, but the election of Mr. Bush and the Q-person
still leaves a bad taste in my
mouth.
Now, as the Republicans drink
their champagne and celebrate, it
falls to the Democracy, as it did
four years ago, to let the dust settle and to take stock of the situation. And in the dark reaches of
the night and the early morning,
as the late returns hammered the
last nails into the coffin of Governor Dukakis' fading hopes, I dried
a tear and contemplated the
future. My conclusions fell into
three broad categories, covering
the economy, social issues and the
future of the Supreme Court and
of the Constitution of the United
States.

I. The Economy.
From an economic standpoint,
Bush's election is a blessing in
disguise for it has become clear
that whoever would inherit the
White House will also inherit the
inevitable downturn that must
follow the eight irresponsibly free
spending Reagan years. A grossly
hyperactive policy of borrow and
spend has mortgaged our future to
foreigners of every stripe. I cannot
in conscience foresee that the Bush
years (may they be only four) will
in any way reverse or even control
that trend. The Republican
economic theorists have built
castles in the air upon foundations
of sand, advancing the most fantastic arguments and statistics to
bamboozle the American People.
It is proclaimed militantly that
Reaganomics works. If by "working" one means simply shifting
the locus of our economic difficulties from inflation, which
even the uneducated can comprebend, to outrageous deficit

spending, which is a slipperier
concept, then Reaganomics has
succeeded. If by working, however,
one means taking realistic
measures to bring about fiscal
responsibility and a balanced
budget, then Reaganomics has
failed. One can only hope that
George Bush's memory has not so
lapsed in his eight years in the
shadow of That Man from Pacific
Palisades that he has forgotten his
own cautions about "voodoo
economics." I anticipate the worst,
however.

The Reagan-Bush-ites will happily pay out billions for tanks that
do not work, but will begrudge
pennies for an institution to
rehabilitate the poor blind.
Somewhere, we as a society have
forgotten that one can readily
measure the worth of a society by
how well it protects the powerless.
By that test, we're failing.

persons with knives. The thought
of George Bush appointing three
to five Supreme Court Justices
fills me with a screaming, inarticulate dread. Unless he $bows a
streak of moderation that we have
no hith- erto seen, I fear that we
may expect the appointment of
more clones of the likes of Antonin
Scalia to the Court.

II. Social Issues
No, by social issues, I do not
mean welfare.
By social issues, I mean the
deeper social and ethical climate
of the times, a climate which has
ushered in a "sleaze factor" virtually without precedent in the
history of American politics; a
climate which has made us comfortable with our prejudices; and
a climate which has enshrined a
narrow selfishness and meanness
of spirit as the supposed virtues to
live by. Though we are not all called to be martyrs, and though the
common run of mankind cannot be
expected always to carry heroic
burdens, is it too much to ask of
society that it show some small
measure of compassion for those
less fortunate?
Compasion, unfortunately, has
become very much a dirty word
around here. In the children of the
Reagan years, the qualities of
selfishness and shortsightedness
are mixed to an appallilng degree.
A case in point: one of my acquaintances informed me last night that
he intended to wear a suit to
school today in celebration of the
Bush victory. Absent more, it
should be unexceptionable.
However, the crowning blow, the
one that made me nearly ill in my
beer, came when he informed me
that he intended to wear not a handkerchief, but a Federal Reserve
Note of the largest denomination
he could secure. Yet he also flatly
--in common with most children
of the Reagan years - rejects the
notion that he should in any way
help to support institutions which
he does not immediately use.

IT AIN'T OJER'll LlH~ FAT lNJ( SINGS
As the lyric from the new Randy Newman (of I love L.A. fame)
song goes: "it's money that matters." Sadly, I'm inclined to agree.
For money, we have allowed everything else to slide, and we've consequently thrown up the likes of
Ivan Boesky, the mergers and acquisition consultants, and the
grotesque Mr. Winans (who is no
longer "heard on the street.") I
cannot believe that the situation
will improve in the Bush years;
not when the leadership of the
country is confided to two men
whose net worth equals that of
thousands of their constituents
put together. (What's Dan Quayle's
idea of a homeless person?
Somebody in escrow.)

III. The Supreme Court, State
Courts and States' Rights.
Buckle your seat belts. The Constitution isn't dead yet, but it has
been routed into a blind alley
wherein are many evilly disposed

And the omens are not good. Bill
Brennan is well into his ninth
decade. (I believe, in fact that he
and Deng Xiaoping are contemporaries.) Brennan cannot last
much longer, God forbid, and it is
certain that his successor will be
on the political right. Thurgood I
fear wiil d!~ in harness, and
though I pray that God grants his
prayer to "outlive those bastards,"
he too is an octogenarian and feeling the pressure of the years.
Byron White, who is already one
of the lost sheep, is the only other
survivor from the Warren Court,
and his life or death is of no
significance given his steady drift
to the right.
I am afraid that 8ft the Warren
Court Justices die out, we shall see
a broad attack on Warren Court
precedent or Burger Court precedent closely similar thereto. Roe v.
Wade may fall next term. Miranda is at severe risk, and there is
even a trend for scrapping Gideon

v. Wainwright. If this happens we
shall clearly no longer be able to
look to the Federal Supreme Court
to safeguard the rights and liberties of the citizens of this country.
However, I am reassured by recent
state court decisions that suggest
that the conservators and guardians of our priceless liberties will
be those selfsame state courts
which we were so wont to poohpooh in the palmier past. However,
it is also clear that any attempt by
the States to reclaim some of the
authority that has slipped away
from them will be resisted by Congress and the Federal Courts,
which will apply the exiguous
Commerce Clause analysis to
throttle the States wherever
possible.
In short, though the direction
the Supremes will take is readily
foreseeable, the response of the
States to a rollback of Warren
Court precedent is not so clear, at
least at the immediate moment.
Obviously, however, we can no
longer look to Federal Courts for
any protection whatever of individual rights. Only corporate interests and prosecutors will be
welcome at the Federal Courthouse of the Bush-Quayle years.

rv.

Some Parting Thoughts

Though the auguries are not as
good as we should like, and though
we face a bleak four years, we have
not sustained as severe a defeat as
we did in 1980. The long comeback
from the nightmare of 1980 continues. George may have the White
House, but we have the Hill.
Moreover, we have most of the
Statehouses, including now, Indiana. (Though Evan Bayh still
reminds me of the Q-person.)
Whatever happens, let us cleave to
our ideals. I cannot believe that
God will suffer the Democracy, or
the ideals for which we have given
so much, to perish in our lifetimes.
So, let us be in victory magnanimous and in defeat defiant, looking toward 1990, when we shall
reclaim Sacramento, and 1992,
when we shall reclaim the White
House.
I am, as always,
Yours Faithfully
Paul

.;,~~~~A-~A-~~~~~~~~~~~~~A=~~~)l~. .;~A-~~~~~~~A-~lG.~A-~~

The Bible Provides Simple Solutions
By Mark Obliger
Forum Contributor
It's amazing today how much
time we spend trying to find solutions to problems. Examples such
as AIDS, substance abuse, and
abortion abound in our news,
politics, and conversation. Many of
these problems have existed since
man began and yet no individual
has developed a solution. Fortunately, a simple solution to these
problems and more can be found
in God and his Bible.
The AIDS controversy is one of
our newer problems, yet its basis
is an ancient problem. This dreaded disease is spreading worldwide
at an epidemic pace affecting
primarily individuals engaged in
homosexual and premarital sex.
First, the Bible states that the
practice of homosexuality is
wrong. In Romans 1:27 the apostle
Paul rebukes the church at Rome
stating: "Likewise also the men,
leaving the natural use of the
woman, burned in their lust for
one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and
receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due."
Some have interpreted AIDS as
the penalty of their error spoken

of by Paul. Regardless, the Bible's
prohibition of homosexuality is
clear.
Secondly, the Bible prohibits
premarital sex. The biblical word
-fornication is often used to mean
premarital sex as in Ephesians 5:3
and 5:5 which says: "But fornication and all uncleanness or
covetous- ness, let it not even be
named among you, as is fitting for
saints." "For this you know, that
no fornicator, unclean person, nor
covetous man, who is an idolator,
has any inheritance in the
kingdom of Christ and God." It
would be ·interesting to know
whether AIDS would be a problem
or even exist if we abstained from
homosexuality and premarital
sex.
Abortion is a passionately contested debate that is also answered
in the Bible. The focus of this
debate revolves around whether
an unborn child is a foetus or a
human being. If the unborn child
is a human being, then it has legal
rights and aborting it is
equivalent to murder. If the unborn child is a foetus, then it does
not yet have legal rights and a
mother has free choice regarding
its abortion. In Jeremiah 1:5 God
makes the statement: "Before I

formed you in the womb I knew
you ...."
There are two parts to this interesting quote. First, God says
that he formed us. It would seem
logical therefore that if God formed us that he and not the mother
should decide if the unborn child
sees birth. Secondly, God says "in
the womb I knew you." God
recognizes us as individuals while
still in our mother's womb. Conclusively, if God formed us and
recognizes us while we are unborn
then we have no right to destroy
his work.
Substance abuse is another of today's problems dealt with in the
Bible. In our modem era substance
abuse has grown to include drugs
as well as alcoholic drinks, but the
analogy is the same. The current
Presidential anti-drug campaign
of "Just Say No" is in fact scriptural in origin. Proverbs 20:1 says:
"Wine is a mocker, intoxicating
drink arouses brawling, and
whoever is led astray by it is not
wise." Proverbs 23:29 to 29:35 gives
a further description of the effects
of alcohol for those that are unfamiliar. This warning to avoid
substance abuse is stark in its
simplicity and practicality.
The Bible offers many other sim-

ple solutions to all of our many
problems today. The solution in
many cases is don't. Don't practice
homosexuality, don't have
premarital sex, don't perform
abortions, don't drink, and don't
do drugs are all simple concepts
but almost impossible for us to
live up to.
Don't, may be God's standard,
but that is too rigid for a fallible
man. Romans 3:23 states: "for all
have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God." That is why in Jesus
Christ, God has provided us a way
to meet God's standard. In John
3:17 Jesus said: "For God did not
send His Son into the world to con-

demn the world, but that the
world through Him might be saved." It would follow then, that
anyone who truly wants to solve
the world's problems would tum
to this simple and guaranteed
method.
In John 5:24 Jesus further says:
"Most assuredly, I say to you, he
who hears My Word and believes
in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from
death into life." If we would simply believe that Jesus Christ is who
he says He is and will do what He
says He will, our world could be
saved.

********************

GOOD LUCK
ON FINALS!!
********************
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Democrats Don't Get It! Registration Quiz
By David Clark
Forum Staff Writer
On Sunday, Oct. 23 I was watching the ABC program ''This
Week with David Brinkley."
Senator and Democratic VicePresidential candidate Lloyd
Bentsen was the guest and was being interviewed by Cokie Roberts,
George Will and Sam Donaldson.
The subject was the negative campaigning being conducted by the
Republicans.
Sen. Bentsen was repeatedly
questioned on why, when the
Republican game plan had been
known for so long, the Democrats
had not responded or taken the offensive. It was pointed .out that
with only two weeks left until the
election, the Democrats were only
responding
defensively to
Republican "negative" ads. In the
interviewers' opinions there has
been no effective Democratic
offense.
Senator Bentsen responded that,
from the beginning of the campaign, the Democrats were determined to appeal to "the best instincts of the American people,"
instincts like charity, concern for
the less fortunate, and altruism.
Dukakis campaign speeches
employed the images conjured by
these terms to appeal to the virtuous and altruistic side of the
American electorate. So why
didn't the electorate respond to
this virtuous Democratic appeal?
Perhaps the professional political strategists running the
Democrats' national campaign;
those idealistic, liberal, educated,
predominatly Yuppie men and
women JUST DIDN'T GET IT.
Perhaps their Humanistic ideals
of the basic goodness and nobility of the average American voter
didn't jive with political reality.
Do people vote for a candidate out
of concern for the future of
America in the next century? Or
do they vote for the candidate who
will keep the business cycle moving for another year so that they
can pay off their car loan? Does the
noble family farmer, noble factory
worker, noble working mother, or
noble "working class" American
know that they are supposed to be
so noble?
More realist sociologist and
political scientists believe that it
is the more self-serving motivations of people that determine how
they vote. It is said that people
"vote their pocketbooks." In the
last few national elections the
Republicans have successfully
adopted this theory of voter
motivation. In 1980 the Republican
campaign asked, "Are you better
off now than you were four years
ago?" In 1984 it was "Stay the
course!" In 1988 the Republicans
campaigned on fear and greed
when they painted Dukalds as
another Jimmy Carter. The
Republicans offered a predictable

,,
0

Bush administration that will not
stray far from the Reagan doctrine
that has worked well for eight
years.
What is really interesting about
this virtue/greed theory is that on
the local level, at least, the
Democrats go the opposite way.
Anybody from a major urban
center like New York City, Los
Angeles, Chicago, Washington,
D.C., or Philadelphia knows that
the Democrats successfully use
greed, avarice, fear, even race, to
win elections at the local level and
have done so for years. The shift in
power in these cities to Blacks and
Hispanics from Ethnic Whites has
not changed the political
methodologies used to win local
elections.
Urban Democratic parties campaign on issues like patronage jobs
(greed), education (fear of inferior
schools), streets and sanitation
(fear of poor garbage pick-up and
street repair), and police and fire
services (fear of crime). The most
effective fear campaigns portray
the danger as immediate and
threatening. The successful
Democratic candidates offer immediate solutions and quick fixes.
The most common and popular fix
is to promise new departments
and agencies to deal with these
problems (with the added political
prize of new patronage jobs).
The key is the immediacy of the
issue. It has got to scare or entice
people into voting. 'lb most people,
any issue more than a year into the
future is not immediate enough to
be concerned about.
The Democratic national campaign chose an issue, the budget
deficit, that was not perceived as
immediate. It didn't scare people
into voting. Most people really
don't understand how the problem
affects them now and they aren't
seriously interested in anything
predicted to be a problem in the
next century. Right now there is no
tangible ill effect from the budget
deficit on the average person. The
Democrats tried to explain the
danger and the consequences, but
the danger did not sink in with
enough voters.
Back when the Democrats regularly won the presidency, during
the days of F.D.R., Truman, Kennedy, and Johnson's 1964 campaign, the Democrats used the urban machines to bring "fear and
greed'' issues to the grass roots.
These machines were autocratically run by the political realists like
Richard J. Daley of Chicago. (No
Secular Humanist was he!) The
machines delivered .votes for the
national ticket in solid blocks.
Unlike the term "Reagan Democrat" in 1984, a term like "Nixon
Democrat" would have made no
sense at all in 1960!
Starting with George McGovern's 1968 campaign, the social
changes in the United States
brought about by the Vietnam
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Conflict and the Civil Rights
Movement forever destroyed the
monolithic character of the urban
political machines. They just could
not deliver the votes anymore, being preoccupied as they were with
internal power struggles and
political survival. Someone had to
fill the power vacuum left behind
by the cigar chomping back room
bosses of American Political
Folklore.
Enter the new breed of political
handlers, spin doctors, and media
packagers. The Democrats attracted the liberal, left, predominantly Humanist world view
political animals. The Republicans attracted the conservative,
right, predominantly non-humanist world view political animals. If
you are unsure of what I mean by
a political animal, just think
about anybody you ever met who
ran for student government. You
get the idea.
These handlers "packaged"
their candidates and not surprisingly molded them in their own
image. In six weeks,.George Bush
went from National Wimp to a
strong and caring grandfather
statesman type. The ads made him
look more Reagan than Reagan
himself!
At the national level the two major political parties represent a
choice between the two predominant world views. It is impossible
to find a candidate at any level of
govemement who will vote your
way on all of the issues so why
even try? Modern presidential candidates promise things that the
Office of President is not even constitutionally empowered to do!
The best voters can hope for is that
the specific policies that proceed
from their elected officials promote and are in general accord
with their own world view over
the long term.
That's how people used to vote
in the past; straight party ticket
along ideolgoical lines. No more
letdowns and disappointments
from being sucked into a personality cult built around some
packaged candidate, with feet of
clay, who turns out to be a Schmoe
six months after being sworn in.
That's why they call it a ticket; the
political party is the train, the
ideology is the track, the candidates are only crewman who
change every few years, and we're
being taken for a ride.

By Linnea Nelson and Julie Ezell
Forum Staff Writers

A multiple choice quiz on Registration
1) Registration is Uke the popular song:
a) "Stop making sense"
b) "The Wall"
c) Chopin's "Death March" (Concerto for piano No.5)
d) Theme from the movie "Jaws 8"
e) all of the above
2) Registration is like a mini-series because:

a) it's too long
b) bad acting
c) melodramatic
d) bad production
e) all of the above
3)

Registration is like:
a) childbirth
b) catheterization
c) a lobotomy
d) circumcission
e) all of the above

4)

After completing registration, one feels:
a) remorse
b) confusion
c) murderous
d) Uke quitting law school
e) all of the above

5)

Other schools with equally well-orchestrated registration:
a) Lurch's Mortuary and Embalming School
b) Chuck's "You too can drive the big rigs" Trucking School
c) Universal College of Cosmetology (mioors available in
astrology)
d) University of Arkansas School of Law and Agriculture
e) all of the above

8) The person who got to school at 4:00 a.m. and got the last spot
in trial advocacy is like:
a) Dan Quayle
b) Attila the Run
c) Jack the Ripper
d) Bozo the Clown
e) all of the above
7)

Registration is like playing:
a) monopoly
b) Russian roulette
c) against the Bears' defensive line
d) with yourseH
e) all of the above

8) Registration does not have to be:
a) hard

b) loefficient
c) unorganbed
d) painful
e) all of the above

A nawera: 1 through 8 - e) all of the above
We're sttlllooklna' for the people who brought us this stellar event
this year, but rest assured, when we find out who to talk to and what
to ·do, we'll let you knowl At least It's over for this semester.

Long Term Solutions ·Needed
By Dave "Hobbes" Phillips
Forum Staff Writer
Indiana - the state with too
many lawyers and not enough

law? Unbelievable, but it's true.
The reality of this statement unfolded in front of my eyes on a
damp Thursday night (10/13); one
of the debate was on so I was "out
on the town" in Valparaiso. It was
damp, but it wasn't damp enough
for the people demonstrating in
front of the courthouse. They were
protesting the fact that they had
no water.
Apparently, there are people out
there who can't afford to pay rent
-- Surprise, Surprise! Hence,
landlords can't pay utility bills.
One such situation exists at 1201
LaPorte Ave. (behind Big Wheel),
where manager Terry Albertson
stated that the landlord/owner has
attempted to pay the water bill as
long as he could, but without all
of the rent money coming in
Albertson was unable to continue
doing so.
What's wrong with this situation? A) Here's a landlord who

doesn't want to throw people out
because they are behind on their
rent. B) But there is a political
climate which demands that they
be thrown out or go without drinking water (landlord's choice). C)
Some tenants who have paid rent,
are still stuck without water to
brew their tea, wash clothes, and
take baths, etc.. It should be mentioned, in regards to this example,
that the "benevolent" Gov. Orr of
Indiana, as well as a Valparaiso
political figure, had teamed up to
pay the tenants' water bill. This
gesture was definitely meant to
get the problem "solved,'' but also
probably to get the problem out of
public attention.
What is truly needed is a long
term solution, i.e. something
which spells out for the public
(landlords and tenants) when and
how a landlord may evict a tenant,
and when a utility company may
turn off the water. A current
political issue in this state must be
landlord tenant legislation. Oh my
-- that means passing a new law.
Such a law will give people the options and expectations necessary

for dealing with situations such as
water shut-off. Other states in this
western democracy of ours have
such legislations, and they have
yet to change the "status quo" to
such an extent as to fall into the
depths of communism.
In other words, if Indiana had
landlord-tenant legislation people
wouldn't have to rely on the election year benevolence of Gov. Orr
to bail them out, nor should they
have to miss one heck of a coming
together of 2 political parties on
the tube- by protesting in front of
the courthouse - just so they can
take a shower in the morning.
With such legislation, both
landlords and tenants would know
what to expect and where to tum.
Legislation would assist both parties in many situations by carefully defining what the tenant's as
well as the landlord's rights are.
There is a reasonable possibility
that it would also lend a hand to
the likes of Tery Albertson and the
tenants at 1201 LaPorte. The
usefulness/necessity of landlordtenant law - hum, sounds like a
potential law review topic.
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r sIn Our Opinion From Our Reade_
Who to Believe?

Organizations
Deserve Praise
In our opinion, the student organizations deserve praise for
being so actively involved in law school affairs this semester. It
seems that most, if not all, of the student organizations have been
more active this past semester than they have been in the past
few years.
Involvement is the key to success. By being more actively involved, the student organizations have set an excellent example
for all law students. We hope this trend will continue next
semester and in the years to come.
We are also impressed that more students are becoming involved
in law school activities. Although attendence at some functions
is still low, it has improved. However, we encourage more students
to take advantage of the many activities and organizations at the
law school. Even law students can't study 24 hours a day. Take
time out one day and attend a function at the law school. Who
knows, you may learn something new and actually enjoy yourselfl
The more involved students becom~ the better it will be for the
school, the students, and the entire law school community as a
whole.
Because the student organizations vary in size and focus, there's
something for everyone. Also, aU of the organizations participate
in and provide a variety of activities. These activities include social
functions, such as parties and happy hours; academic functions,
such as oulining seminars and review sessions; educational events,
such as panel discussions and the hosting of guest lecturers; and
community services, such as food drives and other activities
designed to help those who are less fortunate than. we are.
This semester, the student organizations have provide a wellbalanced mix of activities. Academically, many organizations have
sponsored outlining seminars and review sessions. Phi Alpha
Delta (PAD) Law Fraternity has held several review sessions so
far this semester, including a Civil Procedure review given by
Dean Bodensteiner. Likewise, Delta Theta Phi (DTP) Law Fraternity has also held review sessions and Phi Delta Phi (PDP) Law
Fraternity plans on holding a future interest review session later
this week. The Women's Law Student Association (WLSA) has
sponsored an outlining seminar and the Black Law Student
Association (BLSA) held a briefing seminar at the beginning of
the semester.
Educationally, the student organizations have hosted a wide
variety of speakers this semester. Recently, WLSA hosted a speaker
on domestic violence. WLSA and the League of Women Voters
co-sponsored a discussion on the Referendum Issues on Indiana's
November ballot. The Association of Trial Lawyers of America
(ATLA) hosted Mark Schmidtke of the law firm Hoeppner
Wagner &: Evans in Valparaiso. Schmidtke discussed "Aids and
the Law:' The International Law Society (ILS) held a panel discussion on "Culture, Politics &: Law, How the Mix Shapes International Business Relations: The Japanese Example.'' ILS has also
held several short discussion session in which faculty members
spoke on various aspects of International Law. Finally, the
Midwest Environmental Law Caucus (MELC) has hosted several
speakers. MELC also took a trip to Pinhook Bog and showed the
fdm, "Are you Swimming in a Sewer:'
Community Service activities sponsored by the various student
organizations include the Mock Class co-sponsored by DfP, PDP,
WLSA, and BLSA. 2L Mary Ryan orchestrated the event. BLSA,
in conjunction with the Admissions Office, has also helped
recruite students at the University of Chicago and Chicago State.
For aU of the abovementioned events and activities, as well as
the events not mentioned, we applaud the student organizations
for being so active this semester.

A Message to Our Readers:
We apologize for the lateness of this issue. Unfortunately, because we do not own our own machines, we
are at the mercy of the Thrch staff. Due to an
unavoidable conflict, we were not able to use the
Torch's equipment as scheduled. Consequently, we
were forced to wait until Thanksgiving break to begin
work on this semester's last issue of the Forum.
Special thanks goes out to Kristi Brown, Virginia
Keating, Mike King, Mary Beth Lavezzorio, Kim Tabor,
T.a.mra Walz, and Jo Wiegert for helping type in all of
the stories for this issue. Your help was greatly appreciated!

Dear Forum Editor:
This honor code business
reminds me of that old logic problem about the island with two
tribes living on it, the Truth
Thllers and the Liars. There are
many variations on it - here's
another. You get to ask one question to two natives. You also have
a club with which to bash any
native whose answer you doubt,
and you announce this as you advance upon the hapless chaps.
"Thll me the truth," you growl,
brandishing your club, "are you
honorable?"
The Truth Thller is confused,
somewhat insulted, definitely intimidated. What, after all, would
prompt someone to ask such a
question? "Y-yes," the Truth Thller
stammers.
The Liar, of course, lies .
"Honorable? You bet."
Your options are to believe one
or the other, but if you still don't
know, all you can do is stand there
waving your club around. Or
maybe you need to ask another
question.
Sincerely,
One of the natives,
Margaret Davis, 1L

Trapper Replies
Dear Forum Editor,
I am disturbed about a letter in
the Oct. 26 Forum from Susan M.
Woolley, whom is a member of the
"Humane Society." Specifically, I
challenge Ms. Woolley's claims
against wild fur harvesters, where
she is obviously misinformed.
First, one cannot take remote
cases of neglect and generalize
about all trappers. Ms. Woolley's
claim that "animals suffer in traps
for as long as two weeks,'' is appalling! State law requires trappers to visit traps daily. Moreover,
the true trapper loves his profession so much, that he cannot wait
to check his traps.
Secondly, Ms. Woolley claims
that "popular" methods of killing
trapped animals includes "beating
the animal to death." The Human
Society would like people to
believe this emotional statement.
Actually, the greatest percentage
of tral?ped animals are dispatched

with a .22 caliber rifle ('similar or
more humane than the slaughterhouse).
Thirdly, Ms. Woolley claims that
endangered species and "household pets" are often caught in
traps. Non-target catches have
been proven rare by the Department of Conservation. In {lddittion, the trapper is required by
law to release any endangered or
threatened wildlife that is caught.
Ironically, Ms. Woolley's own
"Humane Society" lobbied for the
use of body-grip "killer" traps in
place of the foothold traps. A trapper would not have an opportunity to release animals had this law
been passed. Furthermore,
"household" pets (like the name
implies) belong in the house, not in
the wild. Household pets are extremely destructive to wildlife
when allowed to roam. For example, cats can kill entire nests of
rabbits, nesting birds and hatchlings with ease. And, roaming dogs
can kill rabbits, squirrels, deer,
etc., and when in packs dogs can
even become dangerous to
humans!
Finally, Ms. Woolley claims that
wearing leather goods is not the
same as wearing fur because
"leather is a by-product." Similarly, the entire animal is used in the
fur trade. By-products companies
purchase animal carcasses which
are made into pet food. The glands
of some animals are used in expensive perfumes for a lasting
fragrance. And finally, animal fats
are purchased for use as a base in
make-up formulas.
In the past, natural predation
kept wildlife populations in
check. Presently, many animals do
not have natural predators. Fox,
raccoon, coyote, mink, and skunk
are examples of such animals. An
overpopulation of these animals
could spell extinction for some
species of game, songbirds, and
smaller mammals. Thus, man
plays an important role in managing wildlife in modern day
ecosystems. 'lb eliminate trapping
would assure the decline of many
species through starvation,
disease, and competition for
limited habitat. The surplus
wildlife that would result would
be subjected to these cruel and truly inhumane controls of nature.
Sincerely,
A responsible sportsman
Jeffrey T. Fore

Police Brutality
Dear Forum Editor,
I am writing in response to the
article written by Randy Ratje entitled "Rev. Sharpton Leads Trio
of Sleaze." First of all, it is one
thing to distort the truth. Secondly, Mr. Ratje could have at least
spelled the people's names correctly. Mr. Cedric Sandiford's name is
spelled with a "d" and not a "th."
NY
Congressman
Charles
Rangel's name is spelled with an
"r" and not "wr." Minister Louis
Farrakhan's name is spelled with
two "r"s not one. Bemhard Goetz'
name is spelled with an "h." And,
Dominick Blum's name is spelled
with a "k." Thirdly, Mr. Ratje cites
little authority for his inaccurate
conclusions.
Mr. Ratje states that "Rev. Al
Sharpton and attomeys Alton H .
Maddox, Jr. and C. Vernon Mason
have worked together to stir up the
black community with baseless
claims of racism." This statement
is not true and how would Mr. Ratje know anyway. Doesn't Mr. Ratje know that countless numbers of
Blacks and Hispanics have been
killed by whites and the NYC
Police Dept. without anyone being
charged with a crime?
Doesn't Mr. Ratje know that on
Nov. 21, 1987 in Peekskill County,
NY, 20-yr old Alphonso Smith was
accosted at a mini-mart by 4
whites who were motivated by
their resentment against Smith
because he was dating a white
woman known to them? Subsequently, the Smith's home was torched and destroyed and local
police ruled it a case of arson but
closed the case without investigation. The harassment of the Smith
family has continued to date.
Doesn't Mr. Ratje know that on
Sept. 21, 1988, 18-yr old Ronald
Bryant, Jr. arrived at his grandmother's co-op city apartment in
the Bronx only to be shot through
the head and twice in the chest?
Police reports state that Bryant
tried to rob the off-duty police officer. If this were true, why didn't
the police officer shoot to wound
instead of shooting to kill?
Apparently, Mr. Ratje also does
not know that on Oct. 7,1988, 17-yr
old Derek Antonio Tyrus was killed about 20 minutes after a racial

(Continued, see Letters p.l3.)
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confrontation with whites outside
a bar in the predominantly Italian
section of Roseban.k in Staten
Island, NY. Although it has been
confirmed that a racial incident
occurred, it has yet to be determined whether the actions of the
whites at the bar led directly to
Tyrus' death.
Obviously, Mr. Ratje does not
know about these racial incidents
because he has never read a black
newspaper or talked to real black
people. If Mr. Ratje had read The
Amsterdam News or The City
Sun,
two
black
weekly
newspapers in NYC, he would not
be so ignorant.
The rape of Tawana Brawley on
Nov. 28, 1987 in Wappingers Falls,
NY is a tragedy and shows how
racism still exists to a large extent
in our society. Mr. Ratje states that
"hospital tests proved negative"
concerning the rape of Tawana.
This statement is not true. Mr. Ratje fails to mention that doctors
avoided examining Tawana at St.
Francis Hospital for 7 hours but
eventually, with Juanita Brawley's insistence, doctors took a
physical exam and said they took
an internal exam. The Brawley
family had to take Tawana to
Westchester County Hospital to
have a medical exam done. Mr.
Ratje also fails to mention that the
evidence of sexual assault on
Tawana had been tampered with
by hospital personnel or police,
and, therefore, the results of
Tawana's medical test were determined to be inconclusive.
Furthermore, Mr. Ratje states
that "the three instructed Brawley
not to cooperate with the
a uthorities" and asks "why
Sharpton, Maddox and Mason do
not present their proof?" I ask Mr.
Ratje, would you present proof to
a racist system knowing there is
no justice? Mason and Maddox are
aware of the history of corrupt
prosecutors and the manner in
which prosecutors manipulate
grand juries.
In fact, the grand jury report on
the Brawley case has included
many inconsistencies. Mr. Harry J.
Crist, Jr.• a part-time police officer
in the town of Fishkill, NY,
allegedly committed suicide on
Dec. 1. Mr. Crist fit a physical
description Tawana had given to
local law-enforcement authorities
of one of the six men who attacked her. DA William Grady asked to
be relieved from the Brawley case
under a cloud of "conflict of interest" because he knew of a conversation Asst. DA Steve Pagones
had with Mr. Crist concerning
Tawana Brawley's rape, thereby
rendering his own assistant,
Pagones, a suspect in the case.
Also, Mr. David Sail asked for
relief within 24 hours of being appointed as special prosecutor to
succeed Grady in the case. The
special prosecutor, Robert
Abrams', grand jury never pursued
the inconsistencies in Grady's and
Sall's arguments to ascertain
either the true nature of the conflict of interest or the prosecutor's
motivations for invoking it in asking the court for relief. Further
evidence of a cover-up is that
Abrams' grand jury never subpoenaed 'Thwana Brawley to give
her testimony. How could a grand
jury make a determination of
'Thwana's rape and never ask her to
testify?
Mr. Ratje claims that former
Sharpton aides Perry McKinnon
and Samuel McClease said the
whole case was a farce but Mr. Ratje fails to mention that McClease
later stated he was conned into
making false allegations against
Mason and Maddox. Furthermore,
when McClease was subpoenaed to
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tum over tape-recorded conversations disputing 'Thwana's story of
being kidnapped and raped,
McClease turned over blank tapes
to the federal grand jury and was
charged with obstructing justice
and perjury.
Rather than testifying before
the grand jury and participating
in a cover-up, Glenda Brawley,
'Thwana's mother, sought sanctuary in the Bethany Baptist
Church and later in the Ebenezer
Missionary Baptist Church and
not in "Fat Albert's church." Mr.
Ratje's resort to name calling
shows his bias in reporting on a
serious case and spreads further
misinformation to uninformed
readers. Secondly, Mr. Ratje's use
of the phrase "Fat Albert's
church" illustrates his disrespect
for the church in the black community. Furthermore, Mr. Ratje's
character analysis of Glenda
Brawley is totally irrelevant and
has nothing to do with the rape of
Thwana.
Mr. Ratje states that the three
have "fabricated charges of
government racism'' and uses as
an example the case of the killing
of Eleanor Bumpers. In this situation, specially trained and
heavily-armed emergency services
squad men and not police officers
handled Mrs. Bumpers' case. Why
didn't these specially trained men
call Mrs. Bumpers' daughter for
help? Why did they blast off much
of Mrs. Bumpers' hand and also
shatter the knife she held, thus
rendering her defenseless and
making the second shot that killed her unnecessary? Mr. Ratje
never mentioned these facts. The
fact that Mrs. Bumpers was 300 lbs
and defended herself with a
10-inch kitchen knife was no
reason for the men to murder her.
Trained emergency squad men
knew or should have known that
Mrs. Bumpers would be defensive
if they were going to forcibly evict
her from her apartment. Mrs.
Bumpers, a black grandmother,
was murdered for not paying three
months back rent!! How can Mr.
Ratje claim that this incident has
no racial overtones?
Mr. Ratje suggests that since one
of the service men was black, the
situation was racially motivated.
This is not necessarily true. Just
because a black service squad man
was present doesn't mean the killing was not racially motivated,
especially if one of the white service squad men killed her. The
killing of Eleanor Bumpers was
not "just a matter of self-defense"
by the service squad men but was
an act of cold-blooded murder of
a defenseless grandmother!!
Mr. Ratje writes about the Bernhard Goetz situation and
discusses the criminal records of
the 4 blacks involved but fails to
mention the criminal records of
the 4 whites who beat up and tried
to kill Cedric Sandiford in
Howard Beach, NY. In both situations, the criminal records of the
defendants are irrelevant but Mr.
Ratje has made sure we know that
the 4 blacks had criminal records.
Also, Mr. Ratje fails to mention
that Darrell Cabey, one of the
blacks, suffered paralysis and
brain damage because Goetz shot
him in the back. Mr. Ratje tends to
trivialize the murder of Michael
Griffith by stating that ''punks
beat up punks everyday in NYC."
The fact that punks beat up punks
has no bearing on whether a
murder of anyone should be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the
law. Mr. Ratje also mentions the
fact that both Grimes and Griffith
had criminal records. What is the
point of this statement? Mr. Ratje
uses this information to persuade
readers that the victim's death is
OK because the victim is a bad
person.

Mr. Ratje states that Dominick
Blum did not know the attackers.
If this is true, why then did Mr.
Blum, the son of a detective, flee
the scene of the accident and
return in a different car after hitting and killing Mr. Griffith? Mr.
Ratje fails to mention the relationship between Dominick Blum and
the NYC Police Department.
Mr. Ratje states that not all of
NY's black leadership support
Sharpton, Maddox, and Mason?
How would Mr. Ratje know? Since
when did Mr. Ratje become an
authority on black people? Mr.
Ratje mentions NY Congressman
Charles Rangel. Obviously, Mr.
Ratje doesn't know that Mr.
Rangel has not always represented
the interests of the masses of black
people in his district. Mr. Ratje
mentions the incident on the Morton Downey Jr. show. The only
reason for Mr. Ratje to mention the
incident on the show is to give
credibility to his "misconception"
of black people.
Let this response set the record
straight. Rev. AI Sharpton, attorneys Alton H. Massox, Jr., and
C. Vernon Mason have· not raised
baseless claims of racism. If Mr.
Ratje had reported the incidents
correctly, even he would know that
racial discrimination is prevalent
in American society. I could and
would say more about the legal
ramifications of Mr. Ratje's article
(e.g. defamation, evidence) but due
to space and time constraints, I
will conclude.
Sincerely,
Jocelyn Murphy

Educated Response?
By Helen L. Thornton
Forum Contributor
On '1\lesday, Oct.l8, I decided to
take a study break and read the
Vidette Messenger. The first article that caught my attention was
"Anti-Apartheid Shanty Burns."
As I read through the article, I experienced a number of mixed emotions: anger, sadness, and total
disgust.
Shortly after reading the article,
I was only able to contact a few
undergraduate students. One student responded that it was probably just a "prank," and the
other student sounded very upset,
but was not sure what could be
done. Based on both reactions, as
well as my own, I knew that I personally had to respond. Because of
the three-day weekend on the
undergrad campus, I was not able
to meet with other students until
the following 'IUesday, Oct. 25, to
discuss the manner in which we
would respond. After the collective decision to have a peaceful,
nonviolent protest the following
day (President Harre's inauguration day). I achieved an appreciable sense of inner peace for
the first time since I read the
article.
'lb me, the burning of the shanty represented more than a
childish prank, and more than an
act of racial insensitivity. The burning of the shanty symbolized, in
various ways, my own experience
as an African American. As I protested that day I was proud to
receive so many positive remarks
from faculty and staff. But what
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saddened me was the negative
responses I received from
"educated" fellow students. I have
concluded that these negative
responses were attributable to
students' ignorance of how the
burning of the shanty personally
affected me and others that are opposed to human oppression.
Many viewed the burning as just
a "prank," and therefore felt that
I and my co-protestors overreacted.
These very students have either
forgotten or were never taught
that in the 50s and 60s many
American citizens, namely black
men and boys, were lynched as the
result of another's "humor." Or
that such activity as the burning
of crosses in front of the homes of
black families was at one time
viewed as a good ole boy "prank."
It has been my experience that
these so-called "pranks" have
been the direct cause of the loss of
many dreams, hopes, and lives.
These "educated" students also
felt that I had no right to march
since I and my co-protestors did
not put up the shanty or sleep
there during the week. When I was
first approached with the idea, I
encouraged all student, both black
and white, to participate in the
building of the shanties. However,
unlike the students who perhaps
put up the shanty simply to say
"We have done our part in opposing aprtheid," I have lived South
Africa.
I have fought against human exploitation since I can remember,
but more importantly so have
most of my family and friends. My
(Continued, see Shanty p. 14.)

by Berke Breathed
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ViOlent Reaction Spurs Demonstration
.
.

By J o Weigert
Forum Staff Writer

Wednesday, Oct. 26, marked an
important date for Valparaiso
University. The inauguration of
President Harre was an impressive display of pomp and circumstance. The festivities included lining the path from the student
union to the chapel with students
during a procession which included the President, various faculty
and community dignitaries, and
representatives of the Lutheran
Church, all dressed in full
academic regalia. The procession
reflected more than just academic
pomp however - it also reflected
dissatisfication.
A group of 9 students, 8 law
students (Helen Thornton, Trenis
Jackson, Gonzalo Rodriguez, Wanda Rogers-Hayes, JC Anderson,
Matt Begeske, Doug Butler, and
myself) and 1 undergrad (Tracy
U stinov), marched in quiet protest
around the spot which, at one
time, housed the shanty which was

intended to symbolize the problems of South African Apartheid. We carried signs opposing
Apartheid and marched prior to
and during the inaugural procession. Once the procession was in
the chapel, we put away our signs
and some of us attended the
inauguration.
The shanty, constructed from
cardboard and metal scraps, had
been erected by an undergrad
organization, Bread for the World,
as a peaceful symbol intended to
raise awareness of problems in
South Africa. Approximately a
week before the inauguration, the
shanty was set on fire. One Bread
for the World member, who had
slept in the shanty earlier that
same week of the fire, claimed to
have seen someone at that time attempting to set fire to it and stopped them. Thus, most people
assume that the fire was intentional although accident has not
been completely ruled out.
Those of us involved in the Inaugural Day protest were not do-

ing so as members of Bread for the
World, but as an independent reaction, not only to the problems of
South Africa, but also in protest of
the violent reaction to the shanty.
Though some have attempted to
dismiss the burning as a fraternity prank (it has not yet been determined who set the fire; therefore,
it remains unknown if fraternities
were involved), the fact that people would so easily dismiss
violence as a joke is appalling, and
this was one of the points the
demonstration was intended to
make. The demonstration was inteded to question awareness to
South Africa, as well as the
violent burning of the shanty and
the racist overtones of that symbolic act.
Even if the fire was intended as
a joke, it was not funny.
Concerned about the burning,
Helen Thornton, activities coordinator for the Black Culture
Center, called a meeting on 'lUesday, Oct. 25, hoping to formulate
some response. During that

by Berke Breathed
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meeting the demonstration was
discussed, and those in attendance
decided it was a good starting
point. As word of the plans spread,
law students offered further support resulting in a racially mixed
group of demonstrators on Inauguration Day.
The 'l\lesday meeting resulted in
a great deal of tension. Between
approximately 8 p.m. Tuesday
evening, when the meeting ended,
and 1 p.m. Wednesday afternoon,
when we met to organize, word of
the demonstration had spread,
and we were met by a group opposed to the demonstration. A group
of undergrad BSO (Black Student
Organization) members, who had
not attended the meeting, and
several Bread for the World
members (also not in attendance at
the 'l\lesday meeting) pleaded that
the demonstration be postponed
until after the Inauguration in fear
of detracting from the "President's day." We reminded them
that this would provide a great
deal of attention to our cause and
that this was a peaceful, quiet
demonstration intended only to
boost awareness, not cause trouble. We tried in vain to explain that
it would not be the eighties answer
to Kent State. We assured them
that no campus organization
would be held out as sponsor of
the demonstration, and that we
would not cause a scene. We were
also informed at that time that the
campus police had been alerted
about the demonstration due to
the possibility of violenc-e (not
necessarily from us, but ih reaction to us). During this exchange
most of the undergrads, who only
the night before had been so interested, quietly left.
The result of the protest was that
the protest helped increase
awareness of the shanty burning.
Although most of the students
passed by us with blank stares,
faculty members waved and
shouted encouragement to us -even during the procession. Some
of the faculty stopped and talked
to us to inquire what had inspired
the demonstration. When we explained the shanty burning, these
faculty members stated that they
were not aware of the fire and expressed concern.
It's amazing how history repeats
itself, at least to a degree. Around
this same time of year the Jews
commemorate what is known in
the faith as Kristallnacht (literally translated glass night). The

Shanty
(Continued from p. 13.)
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grandfather was a sharecropper
all of his life. ('lb my fellow
"educated" students that is
equivalent to an indentured servant.) My grandfather worked
fields for the whole year and at the
end of the year earned wages equal
to a couple of weeks worth of
work. This was apartheid
"American" style.
When I see and hear about the
-:========~r;:;:;;;;::::=====~i children of South Africa being
killed and imprisoned, I think of
the four little black girls that died
in the Alabama church bombing.
When I hear of the men in South
Africa who are separated from
their families for days, months,
and even years, I think of all the
black families that were separated
during slavery.
Prior to complete banning of
foreign press coverage, I was able
to view people being beaten and
killed in the streets of South
~.::a~~----..;;;;;;;;-.._...,. Africa. Those scenes were no dif-

commemoration is not of a holy
day, but of one of the blackest days
in Jewish history. .On Kristallnacht, Hitler's Nazis' made their
first test on the world community
of reaction to violent discrimination against the Jews. Windows in
Jewish owned businesses and
synagogues were broken (thus the
name Kristallnacht), books which
countered Nazi thought were publicly burned, Jews were either
forced into hiding or publicly
beaten, and in the final, most symbolic gesture, the synagogues were
burned. How did the world community react? We turned our
backs. It would be several years
after Hitler's rise to power and
this night that the few surviving
prisoners of the death camp
Auchewitz would be liberated.
You may consider this an unfair
analogy, but think about it. Both
acts were either motivated by
hatred or the acts of people who
just did what they were told
without thinking, or caring. Both
acts had serious repercussions.
Granted, Kristallnacht was a
much more serious attack, but I'm
curious what Hitler would have
done had a South African shanty
been erected on a campus where he
was attending school?
This article unintentionally, but
ironically follows on the heels of
Peg Ryan's article in the last issue
of the Forum. The fact that
students, on a college campus,
would react to a political statement with violence, indifference
and apathy is sad. At one time
university campuses were places
of intellectual growth and nourishment. Now they have become
places which breed hatred
violence, and apathy?
The shanty was the first time I
have seen students on this campus
assert their opinions since I arrived here in August of '87 . Also the
shanty seemed to provide a rallying point, and opinion on which
most students would agree: the
tragedy of South African
Apartheid.
I am appalled, embarassed, and
frightened by the reaction. I am
appalled that someone would be
either so racist or so apathetic as
to bum a peaceful symbol. I am
embarrassed that it was probably
a student, someone with "higher
education,'' one of the "intellectually elite." And, I am frightened that the reaction would be in
such a violent manner. What next?
Shanties today, crosses tomorrow?

ferent than those I had watched in
the 60s of black protestors being
hosed down and beaten. Nor are
the signs that are displayed in
South Africa that read "whites only" and "coloreds only" any different from the signs that hung in
this country less than thirty years
ago.
The day of the protest I was told
that if I proceeded with a peaceful,
nonviolent march there was a
chance that I and my fellow coprotestors could be ·attacked by
other "educated" students. This
threatened suppression of freedom
of speech, whether real or imagined, only confirmed my reaction to
the burning. Furthermore, I saw
this threat of violence by
"educated" students as the same
type of violence being displayed in
South Africa.
When asked why I could not
wait until after the President's-Inauguration Day, I respond by asking how long mu~t the children of
South Africa wait, how long must
Mandela wait, and how long must
I, as an African American, wait
until apartheid is a thing of the
past?
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Hearts CC Champs i
By John Garman
Forum Sports Editor
On Oct. 24th (United Nations
Day), the Depraved Hearts Cross
Country team repeated their
championship performance of
1986, and were again crowned intramural champs.
The 2 and one half mile race was
run on a day when the temperature was 30 degrees and only the

Anonymous Law School Sports ~riters £
;<ALSSW), pre-bowl football poll ranking the K
bravest of competitors dared to
run. In the mens race the Hearts itop and bottom ten teams in America.
captured 4 out of the top 5 places,
thus making it impossible for
anyone to beat them. The winner
of the men's race was the ex-Pitt
great Bob Weiner who easily outdistanced any competitor.
The women's race was won and
dominated by Cynthia Oppliger
another member of the Depraved
Hearts.

i.,

TOP 10

This issue's Forum Feature
Athlete is 1L Bob Weiner. Of
course we all know who Bob is
because of his stupendous victory
just a short time ago in the intramural cross country race.
Besides this great accomplishment
Bob has a few other credits to list
after his name.
Bob was a nomadic transient
during his high school days, but he
finally settled down in the Pittsburgh area and graduated from
high school. In high school Bob only started to run because he
wanted to get into shape for the
basketball season. Bob soon
realized that running would bring
much hardware home to place on
the mantle over the fireplace. In
high School Bob was runner up
two years in a row in the 1600
meter run at the state meet.
When it came to making a decision on which college to attend,
Bob had to decide between basketball and track since he was offered

B~mbers
By John Garman
Forum Sports Editor

This volleyball extravaganza
took place at 9:15 Valpo time on
Oct. 26, 1988. Only now has the coliseum stopped rocking from the
serves of vanilla thunder. Everyone knew that this battle between
perhaps the 2 worst volleyball
teams to ever walk the earth
would not be a pretty sight.
Nolo Contendre, a fresh coltish
team of 1Ls and 2Ls, cursed the
leader of Bracy's Bombers every
chance they got. Bracy's Bombers
on the other hand conveyed what
can only be called apathy. The
Bombers were a team of 3Ls and
one very serious 2L that had

Big East in track and cross country, and a member of the team
which held the former American
record in the 2 mile relay. Bob is
also considered 1 of the top 15
American milers.
Bob now belongs to the Weschester Puma track club. Bob was
supposed to compete at the Olympic tryouts this summer in Indianapolis, but he came down
with pneumonia. Bob has run
against such running greats as
Sydney Maree, Marcus O'Sullivan,
Sebastian Coe, and Steve Scott.
Bob's future plans include training for the steeplechase, finishing
his outlines, winning the intermural cross country race a couple
of more times and helping Professor Straube! with the cross
country team here at VU.

Win Cup
somehow, over the years of law
school, lost all coordination.
The first game of the 3 game
series was an overtime victory by
the Bombers. The second game
was a whitewashing by Nolo Contendre. The third game was the tie
breaker. This game came down to
the performance of one man, Doug
Batt.
Batt poised at the serving line
rifled serve after serve into the
Nolo Contendre's defenseless
court. Nolo Contrendre made a
late run at the Bombers, but the
arm of vanilla thunder proved to
be too great, as the Cup was
already safely home with the
Bombers.
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Weiner Runs to Win 1:
~
i
scholarships for both. Bob finally
decided on track and chose to go
to the University of Pittsburgh to
run. Just a few of his accolades in
college include: a personal best of
3:42 in the 1500, 1:49 in the 800, a
two time all American in track, all
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Fo rum Sports Editor
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1. Notre Dame
2. West Virginia
3. USC
4. Miami Florida
5. Arkansas
6. Nebraska
7. Oklahoma
8. M~chigan
9. UCLA
10. Army
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1. Iowa
2. Northern Illinois
3. Navy
lf. 4. Valparaiso
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5. Illinois
6. Valparaiso
!. 7. Dordt
8. Columbia
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9 10. Valparaiso
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Auto.Racing:.America's Pastime
By Matt Begeske
Forum Staff Writer

I guess I'm not a real good
American because I've never really understood our fascination with
auto racing. 40 cars, without 40
mufflers, violating every environmentallaw, racing around a
mile oval on Goodyear tires, just
doesn't spark my interest.
I've always considered TV auto
racing in the same catagory as
bowling and Presidential debates.
Yet, I find out that auto racing is
the number 4 spectator sport in
America. (Hockey, boxing, and
pro-wrestling were all rated below
the no. 4 slot, but there is a good
argument that the latter two are
an integral part of the former;
thus, allowing it a no. 1 or no. 2
ranking.) Yes, auto racing is considered an American pastime. But,
I don't know what is meant when
they say "American pastime." Is it
watching or participating?
I'm not sure of the watching
aspect, but I can guarantee you
that participation is the no. 1
American pastime. I can also tell
you that the best car races are void
of TV coverage and spectators. I
know, because I was in one. The
most challenging and deathdefying one, an event called the
Borman Cup: otherwise known as
190/94, Gary, Indiana to Chicago,
Illinois.
Thousands of vehicles, from all
over the world, in a 4 lane race
with speeds ranging from standstill to hyperspace. This race includes raw guts and courage driver's licenses are optional. I've
witnessed maneuvers performed
here that George Lucas couldn't
duplicate in any of his "Stars
Wars" films.
Andretti, Unser, Rahaul, Petty,
Sullivan... amateurs. Pure
amateurs. These Bozos never com-

peted with a steel trucker who•s
been on a steady diet of amphetamines, coffee, and cigarettes;
determined to make it from Long
Island to Chicago in the span of an
Oprah Winfried show. They•ve
never competed with D:r:. Ruth in
a Lincoln; a DUI in a GTO; Grandma doing 20 mph in the left lane;
cab drivers who know, perfectly
well, the traffic laws (of Saudi
Arabia); 25 gay, sadomasochistic
bikers; 1,000 Willie Nelson fans in
pick-up trucks, complete with gun
racks, deer antlers, and empty
Busch cans.
The courses these "pros" race
on: Child's Play. I've never seen
any pot holes in the Indy 500. Of
course, we don't have pot holes on
the Borman either, we have subdwellings for families of illegal
aliens. (Do you know how they fix
pot holes in Indiana? They wait
until they get big enough for a
Volvo to fall into, then they cover
it with a sticky tar substance, that
sticks to your car better than
Napalm to Commies.)
Professional auto racers don•t
have to dodge road kills that are
so large, and have been there so
long, they•re listed on inter-state
maps. Neither do auto racers have
to dodge whole bumpers and
transmissions in the middle of the
road. A friend of mine once collected all the spare parts that littered the Borman. He built 3 VW
vans, 1 Dodge pick-up, 13 charred
Ford "Chariot of Fire,. Pintos,
enough Harley Davidson motorcycles to start a rival gang, five
20-ton semis (with drivers). 3,468
Yugos, and enough road kill pelts
to become the third largest furrier
in North America.
Yes, auto racing may be America's finest participation sport. And
keeping with American tradition,
each section of the country adds
it's own requirements and rules to
their races.

Southern California has the
basic reckless requirement supplemented by handgun marksmanship and evasive infantry tactics. (Competitors please take note
that bullet-proofing your windows
is considered unsportsmanlike
conduct in' this event.)
Florida couples their driving
skills, or lack thereof, with a
foreign language requirement.
Texas, like many other states,
competes on a point system. First
you start with big points if you
own a 4 wheel drive truck with a
6 foot ground clearance. You
receive additional points for driving certain distances without ever
really being on a road. Finally
there are bonus points awarded if
you can name the state that the
Texas Rangers play in.
Iowa awards points if you see
any other 4 wheel, engine driven
vehicles on your drive across the
state. Tractors don't count and endurance points are awarded if
you•re without a tape deck and absolutely must listen to local radio
stations.
Mississippi, Alabamma, and
Georgia, require that you show
proof that you didn't complete
grade school, and you must have at
least a six pack of Billy Beer in
your "fridge" before you compete.
Contestants must post a confederate flag in plain view on their
vehicles. The object of the event is
to hit as many pedestrians as
possible in a 24 hour period. (Extra points are awarded for body
counts of 15 or more N orthem
Liberals during an election year.)
New York doesn•t have auto racing for failure to have highways.
New York merely has very large
parking lots. However, endurance ·
points are awarded.
Yes, I have no doubt that auto
racing is America's no. 1 pastime.
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